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EDITORIAL COMMENT. 


The growing tendency toward paternalism 
in American legislation promises to bring 


very 
Germany. 


Gerade Wie in 


Deutschland those 


about conditions similar to 


existing in But Germany, not 
content with existing conditions, is taking a still further step in 


the direction of protecting its citizens from the ills of quackery and 


MAY 25, 


_ Drinking Water 


1908. CHICAGO 


We printed in the preceding issue an abstract 


patent medicines. 
of a new patent medicine bill about to become a law in Germany, 
from which it might be perceived that the proprietor in the Ger- 
man empire will have to face difficult conditions. The news- 
paper press of the United States would be hard hit by the appli- 
cation here of the. provisions of this bill, which prohibits, under 
penalty of a fine and imprisonment, the publication of advertise- 
ments of articles intended for the prevention, amelioration or 
healing of illness, sufferings or bodily defects of man or beast, 
unless such publication is accompanied by a statement of the 
composition of the medicament. American proprietors may well 


congratulate themselves that notwithstanding the increased 


stringency of our laws governing the sales of medicines, things 
here are not quite “gerade wie in Deutschland.” 


During the past fortnight the 
Little Hope for the House Committee on Patents has 
Currier Bill been at a deadlock over the por- 


tion of the Currier bill relating to 
the use of patents and trademarks owned abroad by concerns 
which control them for the purpose of keeping a clear field open 
to the goods they export to the United States. The intent has 
been to require that patents and marks should be freely used, in 
order to remain effective. This has aroused the opposition of 
considerable numbers of interests affected, and last week repre- 
sentatives of the Patent Law Association appeared for the pur- 
pose of protesting against the new propositions contained in the 
bill. In this protest they were seconded by the Assistant Com- 
The 


manifested makes it probable’ that nothing can be accomplished 


missioner of Patents. antagonism which has thus been 
This measure has received and should continue 
Even if this bill 


should fail of passage at this session, the work done in its favor 


at this session. 
to receive the active support of the drug trade. 


may bear fruit at the next session of Congress. 


Some months ago the Grievance Com- 


mittee of the Manhattan Pharmaceuti- 


The Sale of 


cal Association was instructed to ob- 


tain, if possible, better terms for the 


druggist on the sale of Poland water, the complaint being made 
that this water was sold on such a close margin that there was 
This 


that have been introduced into the larger cities as pure drinking 


no profit in handling it. is one of the numerous waters 
waters without any claim to medicinal qualities, their sole virtue 
being asserted to lie in their purity. In New York the municipal 
water supply is generally fairly good, but the fastidious among the 
In St. 


in Buffalo, the sale of drinking 


community are willing to pay for something a little better. 


Louis, and, at certain seasons, 


water is a very important business item, which might well 


be developed into very considerable volume by the drug trade. 


It is true that the margin of profit is not large, but, on the other 


hand, arrangements can generally be made which will relieve 









































276 AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND 
the druggist from the immediate care of the water and at the 
same time insure for him a small commission. The druggist 
has the advantage of the grocer, who is his chief competitor in 
this field, in that the public is rather inclined to trust the drug- 
gist more in matters of health. But if the druggist is unwilling 
or unable to handle the waters on the same margin as the grocer, 


he will have some difficulty in holding the trade. 


Slowly but surely the old order changeth. 


An Innovation ‘lie adoption of the metric system has not 


in Corks become general in medicine or pharmacy 
as yet, but metric weights and measures 
are more widely known and used today than they were a decade 
or two ago. One of the last bulwarks of the old system to fali— 
if a cork or an aggregation of corks may by any figure of speech 
be termed a bulwark—is found in the cutters and packers of 
corks, who, only a week ago, decided to abandon putting up 
corks in quantities of a gross or a division or multiple of gross 
lots, and adopt the continental method of numbering and selling 
corks by the thousand. When it is considered that druggists for 
years past have purchased labels, capsules and many other articles 
in decimal lots, it is surprising that the cork cutters have been 
able to hold ovt so long against the innovation of packing in 
lots of 
bought by the thousand, and up to now were repacked in dozens 
The drug trade west of Pittsburgh 


1,000. Corks that are imported into this country are 
and multiples of dozens. 
were notified of the change in packing early last week, but drug- 
gists in the eastern part of the country will derive their first 
information regarding the new style of numbering and putting 


up corks for sale from this issue of the AMERICAN DrucGISstT. 


At the recent meeting of the Proprietary 
The Power of Association of America, a new departure 
the Press was taken in inviting the representatives 
of the drug trade press to address the 
members. This action was a courtesy as appreciated as it was 
unexpected, and the step may be regarded as a tribute to the 
power of the press and as indicative of a change in the attitude 
of the proprietor toward the retail druggist, whose interests are 
conserved by the pharmaceutical press. As pointed out by one 
of the speakers, the retail druggist is a factor to be reckoned with 
in the sale of a proprietary medicine. The time is not long past 
when the average proprietor was frank in his declaration of 
indifference to the retail druggist, and even yet there are some 
proprietors who fail to realize the importance of the retail drug- 
gist in the scheme of distribution of patent medicines. The fact 
that the Proprietary Association of America has formally in- 
vited the pharmaceutical press to address its members is con- 
clusive evidence of appreciation of the power of the press and of 
the still stronger power of pharmaceutical opinion which that 


press represents. 

Commendable activity is being dis- 
A Caution Concerning played by the Health Department 
Prescriptions for 


Cocaine 


and the City Board of Pharmacy 
in enforcing the state law govern- 
ing the sale of cocaine on pre- 
scriptions and otherwise. The first conviction under the new law 
making it a felony to sell cocaine without a physician's prescrip- 


tion was brought in the Court of General Sessions last week, when 
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an offending druggist was sentenced to one year in the peniten- 
tiary and to pay a fine of $1,000. In pronouncing sentence the 
judge said it was his intention and that of his associates on the 
bench to deal harshly with every druggist brought before them, and 
that none would escape the penitentiary if his guilt was proved. 
There is always the danger in the strict enforcement of a law of 
meting out punishment to innocent persons, by which we mean 
persons who may be ignorant of the provisions of the law and its 
strict meaning, for the legal dictum that ignorance is no excuse 
in law sometimes bears very harshly on unfortunate, innocent 
transgressors. In the case of the anticocaine law it behooves 
every druggist in the State of New York to interpret the law to 
the letter. Thus it should be remembered that prescriptions for 
cocaine must not be filled unless signed by a registered physician, 
which means a physician registered to practice medicine in the 
State of New York. 


mind since we learn that the agents of the Health Department are 


It is the more important to bear this in 


construing this provision of the law very rigorously, and the 
unwary may be trapped, unless special caution is observed in this 


regard. 


THE DUTY OF THE PHARMACIST IN A POISONING 
CASE. 

HE case of the wealthy South American who died in New 
York last week from the effects of poisoning by atropine 
sulphate, alleged to have been dispensed by mistake for spar- 
teine sulphate, has led to the usual newspaper talk about the 
writing of prescriptions in bad Latin, abandoning the use of a 
dead language for everyday English, and the printing of pre- 
scriptions upon a typewriter. The faulty logic displayed by these 
writers has been exposed so frequently as to make it unneces- 
sary to repeat anew the arguments in favor of the use of Latin 
in prescriptions. If the error alleged was made it would have 
been made just as readily if the prescription had been written 
in Spanish, the language of the country from which the South 
American hailed, though there is this much to be said in favor 
of the latter proposition, that more time would have been con- 
sumed in the translation of the prescription, and the error, if 
any, might have been avoided. In their haste, the newspaper 
writers overlook the fact that there are other languages besides 
English in everyday use. If their contention was to be sustained, 
the Frenchman would require his prescription to be written in 
French, the Italian in his language, the German and the Aus- 
No, 


the arguments in favor of abandoning Latin as a language of 


trian in German, the Brazilian in Portuguese, and so on. 


prescriptions are not convincing. Certainly, the example adduced 
by a writer in the Brooklyn Eagle, who instances a mistake caused 
by a drug clerk who read “belladonna” for “bismuth” is any- 
thing but convincing, seeing that the two words are identical 


in English and Latin. 


HAT is the duty of the manager of a pharmacy or of the 
prescription clerk who is suddenly made to realize that 

he has made a mistake in the compounding of a prescription by 
the patient returning to the store with all the symptoms of poison- 
ing by a given drug? Let us say that atropine sulphate has 
been dispensed in error for sparteine sulphate, and the patient 
exhibits all the symptoms of atropine poisoning. The dispenser 
realizes instantly that a mistake has been made and is con- 
fronted with the life and death question, What shall I do? If 
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conscious of his error, and at the same time a coward and fear- 
ful of the consequences, he will seek to evade responsibility. 
This may be done in many ways. The danger may be pooh- 
poohed and made light of, the victim being put off with a placebo 
of some kind, or any other subterfuge of the guilty may be 
resorted to. If, however, an honest mistake has been made, and 
it is recognized, the prescription clerk or whoever is in charge of 
the pharmacy will lose no time about applying an antidote and 
calling in a physician. In a case like the one instanced, which 
is specified for the sake of argument only, where the dispenser 
had knowledge of the poison, its effect and the proper antidote, 
it would obviously appear to be his duty to apply the right anti- 
dote without hesitation and instantly, then to call a physician, 
and meanwhile to give any additional treatment that might be 
necessary pending the doctor’s arrival on the scene. In severe 
cases of atropine poisoning morphine should be administered 
either hypodermatically or by the mouth in a moderately large 
dose, especially in cases where the poison has already exerted its 
characteristic physiological action. Following the administration 
of the physiological antidote, emesis should be induced, the most 
quickly acting emetic possible being administered, either by the 
mouth or hypodermatically, as in the case of the physiological 
antidote. For this purpose apomorphine hydrochloride in one- 
tenth grain or one-fifth grain doses is best, but zinc sulphate is 
a prompt emetic in doses of twenty to thirty grains in water as 


‘a single draught. 


N° druggist worthy of the name should shirk his responsi- 
bility when the necessity arises for prompt action and the 
exercise of his individual judgment in the antidoting of poisons. 
Physicians are the first to recognize the value of the pharmacist’s 
specia! knowledge of poisons and their antidotes and to seek his 
aid and counsel in difficult cases, so no pharmacist should hesi- 
tate alout administering an antidote when confronted with an 


emergency case, when delay ~ .y result in death. 


SHALL PRESCk. 2TIONS BE REFILLED ? 

NCE more the problem of the legality or advisability of 
permitting the refilling of prescriptions is agitating the 
pharmaceutical world. Several states in this country have en- 
acted special legislation on the sale of cocaine, which prohibits 
refilling of any prescriptions calling for that narcotic, and in 
some of the states legislation now is contemplated to prohibit 
the refilling of prescriptions for numerous other habit forming 
drugs. In Louisiana the State Board of Health recently pro- 
posed to adopt most stringent regulations prohibiting absolutely 
the refilling of all prescriptions, except when the physician who 
had written them expressly permitted such refilling, but the pub- 
lic protest against this proposition was so strong that it was 
moditied slightly, so that now the Louisiana State Board of 
Health ordinance apparently prohibits only the refilling of pre- 
scriptions calling for drugs of a habit forming character, but 
seemingly permit the refilling of prescriptions for drugs of 
a harmless nature and those which cannot be described as habit 
forming. The Louisiana Board, however, has ruled that the 
refilling of any prescription, regardless of ingredients, upon which 
the physician writes the words “do not refill” shall be prohibited, 
and also has provided that “no prescription shall be refilled by 
any druggist, unless signed by a registered physician qualified 
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under the laws of the state to practice medicine.” The only 
exception to this is contained in a provision stating that “pre- 
scriptions of the traveling public, when the authenticity of the 


prescription is unquestioned, are exempt.” 


- Louisiana, therefore, the refilling of all prescriptions, regard- 
less of their character, may be prohibited if the physician 
so desires, and the use of prescriptions written by physicians of 
good standing and reputation in other states also may be barred. 
in other words, patients who have been treated for certain ail- 
ments in other states and who are not likely to change the treat- 
ment will be compelled to patronize a Louisiana physician and 
will have to pay again for the consultation, examination and 
prescriptions of such a physician. This seems an unnecessary 
burden to impose upon the public, and it is to be hoped that 
similar provisions are not incorporated into new ordinances, 


regulations and legislation of other states. 


HE desirability of regulating the sale of habit forming or 
dangerous drugs by putting some kind of a check on the in- 
discriminate refilling of prescriptions calling for such drugs will 
not be questioned, but when the effect of regulations apparently 
drafted merely to prevent the refilling of “dangerous” prescrip- 
tions actually is the forcing of patients to more frequent visits 
to physicians and the increasing of the expenses of the sick, 
which already are large enough, it seems logical to consider that 


such regulations have overshot the mark. 


T a recent meeting of the Manhattan Pharmaceutical Asso- 
ciation the question as to the propriety of filling prescrip- 
tions written by physicians in states other than New York was 


considered and discussed. It was the consensus of the mem- 
hers of this association that they should be permitted to fill such 
prescriptions, although they realized that a strict interpretation 
of the law of this state pertaining to prescriptions for cocaine 


would prevent them from doing so. 


HE assumption that the prescription, regardless of its char- 
acter, is the property only of the physician who provides it, 

and that the patient who pays fot it and the accompanying advice 
has no title to it whatever, certainly is questionable in law, and 
may be overthrown altogether in courts of last resort. At pres- 
ent a dictum to this effect probably is very pleasing to the medi- 
cal practitioners, but is likely to impose a* wholly unnecessary 
burden upon the long suffering public, and incidentally upon 


the druggist. 


THE PREPARATION OF FERMENTED MILK. 
HE rapidly growing interest in the therapeutic value of the 
different varieties of fermented milk, most of which have 
been in use for centuries in the Orient and in certain parts of 
Europe, should lead pharmacists to study methods of preparing 
has 


been already made in this column of the impetus which has been 


material for the production of fermented milk. Mention 
given by published clinical results to the manufacture of powders 
and tablets having for their active constituent one or other of 
the bacteria that exert a peptonizing action on milk and at the 
same time a reducing action on the lactose contained in it, so as 
to favor the separation of lactic acid. The whole subject is in 


a rather chaotic state at present, very little being known of the 
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actual functions of the bacteria and yeasts which are concerned 


in the fermentation of milk. 


ILK fermented by the kefir fungus makes one of the most 
palatable and generally efficacious of the so called soured 

or curdled milks, but there is hardly a substance known to 
pharmacists concerning which there is less actual information 
obtainable regarding either its origin, source or constituents than 
this fungus. A whole mass of legendary literature has grown 
up around kefir, and the queerest distortions of the original 
statements of investigators continue to find their way into print, 
for the reason probably that much of the original work on kefir 
was done by Russians and described in the Russian language, 
to be taken up later by Germans and Frenchmen, who employed 
their own languages in communicating the results of their re- 


searches to the learned societies of Europe. 


1 pee described as seeds resembling millet, though some 

writers magnify them to the size of peas, the kefir of com- 
merce appears as a substance resembling shavings of dirty cheese 
that had once been liquefied and allowed to cool and harden, an 
appearance which suggests that commercial kefir is nothing but a 
caked mixture of casein and kefir, such as would be deposited 
on the bottoms of the goatskin bottles which are used by the 
mountaineers of the Caucasus for the manufacture, transporta- 
tion and storage of the kefirized milk on which they largely sub- 
sist. This seems reasonable when it is remembered,that in the 
Caucasian mountains, where the fungus originates, it is the cus- 
tom of the mountaineer to drop a handful of the kefir into the 
large leathern bottle filled with milk, which is strapped to his 
saddle, and let time and the agitation and heat to which the 
When he is 


thirsty or hungry he unties the neck of the bottle and takes a 


mixture is subjected bring on fermentation. 
swig of the refreshing and filling beverage which is provided, 
and when the contents of the bottle are exhausted there is usu- 
ally enough of the kefir substance left to ferment fresh portions 
of milk. It is probable, then, that the kefir of the market is gath- 
ered about the country in the Caucasus from the mountaineers, 
farmers and others, and represents the deposit of mixed kefir 
and casein which settles at the bottom of the containers used for 
the production of the universal beverage of the Circassians, 
Georgians, Mongrelians, Armenians and other natives of the Cau- 
casian provinces. Gathered in the crude way it is, it is easy to 
understand how the composition of the kefir may vary, but all 
specimens contain what is regarded as the specific bacterium of 
the fungus, the Dispora (Bacillus) caucasica, and a yeast which 


is capable of fermenting lactose independently of other organisms. 


HERE is an opportunity for druggists to add a desirable and 
profitable milk beverage to their list of soda fountain drinks 
by engaging in the manufacture of fermented milk. It should 
be remembered that milk which has been previously soured with 
kefir, maadzoun, or any similar product, may be used as a fer- 
ment for fresh portions of milk each day. These products may 
be objected to on the ground of their indefiniteness of compo- 
sition, but they have an advantage over sour milks made with a 
pure culture of lactic acid bacilli in which all yeasts are excluded, 
as milks activated with bacilli alone do not possess the peculiar, 
attractive flavor and agreeable taste of the milk made from 
kefir fungus. 


PHARMACEUTICAL 


RECORD. 


. 


POISONS AT THE PRESCRIPTION COUNTER. 
HE sad prescription fatality in New York last week lends a 
special interest to the series of articles which we have in 
preparation on the handling of dangerous drugs at the prescri;)- 
tion counter, the first installment of which, from the pen of Dr. 
George F. Payne, of Atlanta, is printed on the next page. The 
lethal drug in the case in question was atropine sulphate, and 
we are inclined to believe that a majority of experienced pre 
scription compounders would be apt to answer the question, What 
Doc- 


tor Payne regards morphine sulphate as the one drug requiring 


is the most dangerous drug? by naming atropine sulphate. 


special caution in handling at the prescription counter, and he 
describes a method of reducing the danger of the inadvertent use 
of this drug for some less harmful one by the use of a special 
morphine balance. His selection of morphine instead of atropine 
is based on the greater frequency with which the former is or- 
dered in prescriptions and used in compounding medicines, and 
there are many doubtless who will agree with him in his selection 
because of the greater likelihood of a certain mental confusion 
arising in handling it than in the case of poisons for internal us: 


that are less frequently prescribed. 


VERY experienced pharmacist is impressed at some time or 
other during his career with the grave responsibility which 
rests on him in the manipulation, the weighing or measuring and 
combination in prescription form of some particular poisonous 
drug, and it was the thought of this that impelled us to interro- 
gate our readers on the subject. The query regarding the most 
dangerous drug handled by druggists in prescription work which 
has been announced in preceding issues with the view of inducing 
our readers to participate in a discussion of the question was sug- 
gested to us by a retail pharmacist of this city who has had a 
long and active career, first as a prescription clerk in a pharmacy 
that is recognized throughout the city as a high class prescription 
establishment, and later as the proprietor of a store in which a 
specialty is made of the compounding of physicians’ prescriptions. 
.) 
ORE than a mere passing interest attaches to the subject, 
for by the publication of articles dealing with the question 
our readers are sure to benefit in some way by the many practi- 
cal suggestions and hints regarding the correct procedure in dis- 
pensing those drugs in which any slight change in the dosage 
might result fatally. Doctor Payne has dealt with the subject 
rather more extensively than was originally proposed, but every- 
thing he has to say pertaining to the question at issue is of inter- 
est and value, and we are glad of the opportunity to lay his views 


before our readers. 


W E hereby extend a general invitation to our readers to 
What is desired 


are short articles describing the precautions that are taken, either 


communicate their views on the subject 


with an individual substance which the writer may deem espe- 
cially dangerous, or dealing with the whole question of keeping 
the active poisons ordered in prescriptions, from the storing of 
them, through the different steps in identification, weighing, com- 
pounding and checking. Prizes will be awarded to the papers that 
are deemed most satisfactory to the editors and their advisers, 
and the award will be based on the value of the substance of the 
articles selected for publication without regard to their literar) 


style. 
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**WHAT IS THE MOST DANGEROUS DRUG ?’’! 
By Georce F. Payne, Ph.G., M. D., F.CS., 
AtTLanta, Ga. 

Put upon the basis of “What is the most dangerous drug dis- 
pensed in the pharmacy? naming a drug that is frequently dis- 
pensed on prescription or used in compounding medicines,” the 
question is narrowed down very considerably. At the first 
thought of what should be considered the most dangerous drug, 
there comes into mind several medicinal substances which are 
rarely used in their concentrated form, and the statement of 
Emerson that the surest, deadliest poison of all is time. The 
mind also recurs to toxins and the bacteria which produce them. 
The diphtheria bacillus is used through the medium of the horse 
in the manufacture of one of the preparations of the U. S. Phar- 
macopeeia, and while the bacillus itself is not official, it would 
have been recognized in some way in the Pharmacopeeia, if it 
had been deemed expedient for the pharmacist to manufacture 
antidiphtheric serum. 

We speak of the hundredths and thousandths of a grain of 
various chemical poisons, but when it comes to bacterial poisons 
and zymotic ferments, the weight of each individual organism 
is sO small that they are not expressed in terms of weight, 
but in terms of size. The 1/4ooth of a grain of aconitine is a 
plainly visible quantity and can be readily weighed upon a deli- 
cate chemical balance, for the modern assay balances weigh to 
the one-hundredth of a milligramme or 1/6500th of a grain. 
When a substance becomes smaller in quantity than this, the 
magnifying glass and the microscope are brought into use. It 
takes a good microscope to show the diphtheria bacillus, and 
when it it borne in mind that the high power objectives used 
magnify many thousands of times, one realizes how many thou- 
sands of times more poisonous is the diphtheria bacillus than the 
most powerful chemical poison, particularly when it is possible 
for only one bacillus, weighing about one-fifty-billionth of a 
grain, or a tiny colony of them to quickly produce conditions 
which will cause death. There are other poisonous ferments, but 
we refer to this one, since it is the most poisonous substance 
furnishing a product regularly sold in drug stores. 

We do not feel, however, that this answers the query as to 
“What is the most dangerous drug dispensed in the pharmacy? 
naming a drug that is frequently dispensed on prescription or 
used in compounding medicine.” Morphine sulphate certainly 
seems to answer this question fully. It is the most dangerous 
drug dispensed in the pharmacy for several reasons. It is fre- 
quently dispensed on prescription and used in compounding med- 
icine. Morphine sulphate and quinine sulphate are so frequently 
prescribed in combination together and are both so frequently 
called for in the drug store, either alone or in other combina- 
tions, that there seems an unfortunate tendency, even among 
experienced men, to confound the two. Morphine sulphate is 
poisonous when given in the dose in which quinine sulphate is 
generally used. It is white in color, as is quinine sulphate; it 
is bitter in taste, as is quinine sulphate; and while the two drugs 
differ in solubility and in the physical aggregation of the crys- 
tals, yet, most unfortunately, morphine sulphate is frequently 
used for quinine sulphate, on account of an association of the 
two together in the mind. There is scarcely a pharmacist of 
experience but who has had customers come to him and order 
morphine sulphate when they intended quinine sulphate, and only 
the care of the pharmacist in noting the error, either by the quan- 
tity, the dose, or the use intended, has called the customer’s 
attention to his mistake and prevented a fatality. Even 
experienced pharmacists, by an association of ideas, have dis- 
pensed morphine sulphate for quinine sulphate. The writer has 
acted as a peacemaker in a number of cases involving the unin- 
tentional use of morphine sulphate in the place of quinine sul- 
phate. To enumerate these various experiences might prove inter- 


some 


1This is one of the earliest articles received in competition for the 
prizes offered for the best answers to the questions propounded. by the 
editors regarding the most dangerous drugs handled by pharmacists in pre- 
scription work. See American Drvuccist for April 13, page 170, and 
May 11, page 245. 
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esting, but would take up considerable space, as they involve a 
number of mistakes on the part of the customer and also on the 
part of the dispenser, none of which, fortunately, occurred in his 
own establishment, possibly on account of the rule which was 
early adopted in his business career in regard to the sale of mor- 
phine sulphate, the rule being strictly adhered to on account of 
his desire to prevent the occurrence of such mental slips in his 
own establishment. 
The Use of a Special Morphine Balance. 

The rule adopted with so much success was to have a pre- 
scription balance placed across the store from the regular pre- 
scription desks, of which three were operated. This balance 
was called the “morphine balance,” and no other substance was 
weighed on this balance except morphine sulphate, or, as ordi- 
narily called, morphine. If morphine sulphate was to be sold 
as such, it was weighed on this balance. If a prescription was 
to be put up with it, it was put up at this balance. If it was 
to be used in compounding a prescription, the amount was 
weighed out at this balance and carried back to the other dis- 
pensing counter, where the prescription was completed. In this 
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manner no one could dispense a prescription containing morphine, 
if they adhered to the strict rule of the pharmacy, which every 
one was required to do, unless he crossed the store and went to 
the morphine balance, which became a signal to himself and to 
those around him that he was dispensing morphine. His own 
mind would be aroused from its mechanical’action, and the fact 
would be emphasized that he was dispensing a dangerous sub- 
stance, which was placed in this part of the store to prevent its 
being dispensed in the place of quinine, or some other harmless 
substance. The crossing of the store and doing something un- 
usual aroused the attention and put all the senses on the alert. 

This plan of the writer was devised a long time ago, and has 
been in active successful use since 1883. It has been personally 
recommended to and adopted by a number of pharmacists, and 
one pharmacist who used it certainly saved himself serious trou- 
ble by being able to prove the constant use of this plan and that 
his prescriptionist had not gone to the morphine balance while 
dispensing the prescription, in which it was asserted he had put 
morphine instead of quinine. The turn thus given to the affair 
brought out the true facts, which exonerated the prescriptionist 
completely. 

Points to Observe in the Handling of Poisons. 

In handling poisons, the following points are recommended as 
heing well worth bearing in mind: 

1. The unintentional substitution of morphine for quinine, by 
an association of ideas (as they are frequently given together), 
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can be avoided by using a special “morphine balance,” in the 
manner above described. 

2. The sale of poisons, even under the strictest observance 
of the law, may most unexpectedly bring the establishment into 
very undesirable notoriety. 

3. To guard the business as fully as possible, require every 
one to observe all of the requirements of the law in every poison 
sale which is made. This can soon become so well an established 
habit that little trouble will be experienced in carrying them out. 

4. Even when the law is fully complied with, always use 
your own judgment as to whether the sale is one which may 
result in some unpleasant consequences with which you would 
not like to become associated, and if there is any danger of this, 
then refuse to make the sale. Experienced pharmacists usually 
become such good judges of human nature that they are able 
quickly to “size up” the intending improper users of poisons, 
and with much tact avoid making a sale in many well known 
ways. 

5. Be sure that every clerk knows what ordinary drugs are 
poisonous and their usual doses. This will prevent such mistakes 
as putting up hydrar. chlor. cor. for hydrar. chlor. mit., as has 


A Poison Closet Attachment. 

In a recent issue of the Chemist and Druggist the poison 
closet attachment illustrated was described as follows: No. 1 
is a brass ring let into outside of the poison cupboard door; 
attach a thin wire (copper), and carry through pulley (2) 
screwed to a board at side of cupboard; at end of wire attach 



































A POISON 


CLOSET ATTACHMENT. 


(3) a penny or any conducting metal. When the door is opened 
the metal weight lowers on to a small block of wood, on top 
of which another penny has been nailed (4). Attach No. 1 and 
No. 4 to the battery, and every time the door is opened the bell 
rings until closed again. 


occurred. A poison closet would not prevent this mistake, and 
did not in a case in mind. 

6. Try to abolish absentmindedness, and cause every clerk 
to note the color, appearance and general characteristics of the 
drug he is dispensing, in order that he may feel sure that what 
he thinks he is handling is that identical substance. 

7. Too long hours, loss of sleep from dissipation, smoking or 
drinking during working hours, or by the use of tobacco or liquor 
to excess at other times, should be avoided, otherwise the mind 
is apt to wander. 

8. Proper hours of sleep should be insisted upon. No one 
can be a safe dispenser of poisons whose health is being under- 
mined by loss of sleep. Probably more bad health and suffering 
is caused by loss of sleep than any other cause. Insist upon 
eight hours’ sleep every night, and should the rule be broken, 
make up the loss as soon as possible. Some famous men have 
required but little sleep, and some who are not famous require 
but little, but most men need eight hours. The old saying, “Six 
hours’ sleep for a busy man, seven for a lazy man and eight 
for a hog,” has probably caused the death of many a man. We 
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use our brains more now than ever before, and possibly require 
more sleep, certainly many nervous people troubled with indi- 
gestion and insomnia have been relieved by being trained into 
getting eight hours of good sleep. One can stand long hours 
of work with eight hours of good sleep. Short hours of work 
coupled with immoderate hours of wakefulness, even if spent in 
reading light literature, will soon cause bad results. 

9. Do not leave drug containers on the counter. Put them 
back in their proper places as soon as possible. The dispensing 
of poisons is dangerous in the hands of the ignorant, but their 
dispensing is comparatively safe in the hands of the well posted 
man. The absentminded substitution of poisonous drugs for 
innocent ones by:a mental twist; the incorrect reading of bad 
chirography, and the mechanical picking up of the wrong bottle, 
as it sits side by side with the innocent preparation just put down 
next to it, are errors which do occur sometimes, even with the 
most alert men. The habit of keeping everything in its place 
is one to be insisted upon. 

10. A poison closet with an electric bell which rings when it 
is opened, and all the time it is left open, is an additional safc 
guard which, however, it is not always convenient to install and 
which cannot replace human intelligence and care, for when the 
mind is made up that a certain poison is desired, the poison 
closet does not always prevent the mental mistakes. A poison 
closet may prevent one from using a poison while under the 
impression that he is using a harmless drug, hence is an excellent 
safeguard for ignorant persons, but persons so ignorant as not 
to know the difference between a poison and a harmless drug 
are not allowed to dispense by any state law. The poison closet 
is scarcely as valuable as some think it is. It gives to some a false 
sense of safety. It is a good safeguard to prevent ignorant per- 
sons from selling poisons, but such persons should not be per- 
mitted to open the closet at all. 

11. The eternal vigilance of all is absolutely necessary. A 
prescription came into a drug store calling for “croton oil, 5ss; 
use as directed.” It was dispensed. The dispenser showed it 
to a fellow dispenser, as it was a poison, and he was a very 
careful man. The other dispenser grasped the situation imme- 
diately, said the prescriber must have intended castor oil, because 
croton is not often used, and the quantity was too :large for it 
to be likely that croton oil was meant; besides the two words 
look much alike as written. A runner was sent after the pre- 
scription and brought it back without any harm being done. It 
proved that castor oil was intended, for it was learned that the 
oil had been ordered to be taken at one dose. It was for a 
very prominent man and written by a very prominent physician. 

12. The aggregate profits on poisons are very small. The 
responsibilities of such sales are very great, hence there is lit- 
tle money lost by the observance of proper precautions, and 
grave entanglements may be avoided. 





An Iron Pyrophosphate Prescription 
A correspondent of the Chemist and Druggist submits a pre- 
scription for comment, saying that only one firm had succeeded 
in preparing it of the clear green color directed by the pre- 


scriber. The prescription, with the editorial comment of the 
Chemist and Druggist, is subjoined: 
ee PUR ML IMIR sts ov sine own a <Se Re SK EGER SN Sb O05 venice e gr. j. 
—. Ro parkas ita sekwikeen Suu ehshe raha ser tenes gr. xXx. 
PT ee eee eee TTC CTT ETT Tere 
A rere erry ae SSaWeN Se owes tebe s One e 3iij 
PE Gan ae a haeii ene ee dane Maen ka ktenwen cae ween Biv. 
M. ft. mist. 


The prescription presents no difficulty. We get a beautiful 
clear light green solution, which has kept so for several days, 
by the following procedure: Dissolve the iron pyrophosphate in 
about twice its weight of water by aid of heat, add the glycerin, 
then the quinine sulphate in fine powder, and the strychnine sul- 
phate; heat till the quinine sulphate is dissolved and most of the 
water dissipated; bottle, and add the spirit of chloroform. 
Glycerin will dissolve more quinine sulphate than is here ordered. 
Soluble iron pyrophosphate must be used. 
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WINDOLPH’S PRESCRIPTION PROBLEM. 

Among the answers received to the problem in pharmaceutical 
arithmetic propounded by J. Fred Windolph in the AMERICAN 
Druccist for April 27, page 226, are two rather interesting ones 
from Dr. A. B. Lyons, of Detroit, Mich., and Otto Raubenheimer, 
of Brooklyn, respectively. Doctor Lyons solves the problem by 
the use of logarithms and Mr. Raubenheimer answers it to his 
satisfaction by means of a simpler arithmetical method, checking 
his results by chemical titration. For the benefit of readers who 
may have overlooked Mr. Windolph’s problem it is here reprinted: 


Two prescriptions are filled as follows 

Bottle No. 1, holding exactly four fluid ounces, is filled with a solu- 
tion containing % grain morphine sulphate and 1/30 grain strychnine sul- 
phate in each fluid drachm. 

Bottle No. 2 holds twelve fluid ounces of solution 1/30 
grain of strychnine sulphate in each fluid drachm. 

The patient takes one fluid drachm of medicine from bottle No. 1, at 
the same time pouring an equal quantity from No. 2 into No. 1, shaking 
the latter thoroughly. He continues at regular intervals to take from 
bottle No. 1 doses of one fluid drachm, each time replenishing No. 1 from 
No. 2, so that No. 1 is full whenever a dose is to be taken. 

Problem: How much morphine sulphate and how much strychnine sul- 
phate will be present in bottle No. 1 when he has in this way emptied 
bottle No. 2 (having consumed twelve fluid ounces of medicine) ? 


containing 


A Mathematical Solution, 


Doctor Lyons’s method of figuring out the solution of the 





problem is as follows: 

“The first dose taken from bottle No. 
second part of the morphine sulphate it contains, the proportion 
remaining being 31/32 of the whole. The second dose (since the 
bottle is again full) will remove again 1/32 of the remaining 


morphine, the proportion thus reduced to ux 3 
> > 


I removes one thirty- 


, which may be 


oe? < 


written al . It is evident that the ninety-sixth dose would leave 
3 


a proportion of the original morphine represented by a fraction 
whose numerator is 31.90 and whose denominator is 32.96. To 
figure out these high powers would take time, even with the aid 
of a comptometer. A sufficiently close result, however, may be 
reached easily by using a table of logarithms. The fraction 31/32 
expressed decimally is 0.96875. The logarithm of this is 
1.9862115. This multiplied by 96 gives as logarithm of the frac- 
tion 0.96875 raised to its ninety- sixth power, 2.676304, which cor- 
responds with the decimal fraction 0.047457+-. Since each dose 
contained at first 4% grain of morphine sulphate, this fraction must 
he divided by two to give the quantity of morphine sulphate pres- 
ent finally in each dose—viz.: 0.023728+- grain. Multiply this 
by 32 to find how much morphine sulphate remains in the bottle. 
Tt will be found to be 0.7593+ grain. The decimals above are 
carried rather further than they can be trusted where a six deci- 
mal table only of logarithms is available, but results must be 
near enough for practical purposes. 

“Of course, the bottle will contain just as much strychnine 
sulphate at the end as was present at the beginning, since the two 
solutions contain the same proportion of that constituent. 

“A. B. Lyons. 


“Detroit, April 30, 1908.” 





Figures Out Eleven-Sixteenths of a Grain. 

As noted above, Mr. Raubenheimer tackles the problem in a 
different way. His method of working it out is as follows: 

“This is certainly an interesting problem. Undoubtedly these 
two solutions are prepared and mixed in this manner so as to 
break the patient of the morphine habit. Each following dose 
(t fluidrachm) contains a little less morphine, and there still 
will be a trace of morphine left if the operation is repeated 1,000 
times instead of ninety-six times. I have seen the same pro- 
cedure recommended lately in connection with the use of the 
new antiopium plant, Combretum Sundaicum Ridley, in order to 
break the patient of the opium habit. 

“To return to our problem. It can readily be seen that the 
strychnine sulphate remains constant. You take 1/30 grain out 
of Bottle No. 1, and you again add 1/30 grain from Bottle No. 
2, consequently you will always have 1/30 strychnine sulphate in 
each fluidrachm, or 32/30 grain, 1'1/15 grain strychnine sulphate, 
in Bottle No 
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“The morphine content, as stated above, gradually decreases. 
16 


or—0.5 
32 


You take away 1/32 part each time, for instance, 16 — 


I 
= 15.5 — 15:5 or 0.48 = 15.02, etc. 


“As this would have to be figured out ninety-six times, requir 
ing much time and a great deal of calculation, I solved the prob- 
lem in the following chemical way: 

“IT prepared a solution of the chemical containing 16 grains 
in 4 fluidounces of water. of potassium car 
bonate, C. P. and dry, in 4 fluidounces of distilled water. Next 
I arranged a syphon (rubber tubing) with a stop cock from a 
12 ounce bottle of distilled water. By using two 3i graduates, | 
completed the ninety-six operations in twenty minutes. 
=, « 
oO 
using methyl orange T. S. 
NV. S. H.SO, 


dissolved Gm. 1 


“Next with H.SO, I triturated the liquid in Bot- 


as indicator. The result 


and as 1 Cc. V. S.,, 


tle No. 1, 
was that it required 6.6 Cc. 
N . 10 N 

— H.SO. = 0.068635 Gm. K:-COs, then 6.6 “- V. S., 
10 _ 10 
Gm. 0.0453 K:COs;, equal to about 0.69 grain, or 


H.SO, = 
1! grain 
” one 


“This result was checked by titrating the liquid which was 
was all saved, re 


S., H2SQ,. 


taken out of the bottle. This liquid, which 
N V. S., H:SO;, equal to 136 N V. 
I r Io 

V. S., H:SO,, total 142.6, 


1 K:COs. 


quired 13.6 The 


chemical remaining required 6.6 


10 
which is the amount required for Gm. 
“The answer consequently is: 

“In bottle No. 1 there will be present at the finish strychnine 
1/15 grain; morphine sulphate, 11/16 grain. 
“Otto RAUBENHEIMER, Ph. G. 
“Brooklyn, N. Y., May 14, 1908. 
“P. S.—I might state that I used K.COs; because this happened 
to be convenient. Any other C. P. chemical would answer as 


well and give the same results. OR” 


sulphate, I 


Formulas From the Japanese Pharmacopoeia, 

The new Japanese pharmacopoeia is the subject of review 
notice in a recent issue of the Pharmazeutische Zeitung. While 
there was not much that was new or that called for particular 
comment, a number of formulas were quoted, which are of inter- 
est, among them being the following: 

Charta Rubefaciens.—A mixture of white wax, 8 parts; 
cetaceum, 3 parts; olive oil, 1 part; cantharides, I part; turpen- 
tine, I part, and water, 10 parts, is heated for two hours, being 
stirred constantly, and is then strained through muslin, without 
pressure. While still fluid it is spread upon the desired base. 

Compound Electuary of Senna.—io parts of tamarind pulp 
is allowed to stand for two hours in 40 parts of warm water, 
stirring occasionally.. The fluid is then poured, off into a dish, and 
there is added 1 part extract of licorice, 55 parts of sugar, and 
35 parts of water. After these have been quite dissolved there is 
added 7 parts of powdered senna, 3 parts of powdered orange 
peel, 1 part of powdered fennel seed, 35 parts of precipitated 
sulphur, and 10 parts of precipitated chalk. The whole is reduced 
on the water bath to 13.5 parts, and finally is added 35 parts of 
syrup of orange peel. 

Fluidextract of Hamamelis.—1oo parts of powdered hama- 
melis leaves are macerated with a mixture of 5 parts of 
go percent. alcohol, 5 parts of water, and 1 part of glycerin; per- 
colation is then carried out with a mixture of 5 parts alcohol and 
8 parts distilled water. 

Quinine Pills-—30 parts of quinine sulphate, 1 of tar- 
taric acid, I part of tragacanth, and 4 parts of glycerin are made 
into pills of 2 grains weight. 

Compound Tincture of Lavender. 
cinnamon, 10 parts of powdered nutmeg, 
cloves, and 10 parts of powdered santal wood are macerated for 
seven days in 700 parts of 90 percent. alcohol and 300 parts of 
water. After pressing out there is added 8 parts of oil of laven- 
der and 2 parts of oil of rosemary, and the whole is filtered. 


part 


20 parts of powdered 
4 parts of powdered 














DRUGGIST AND 


AMERICAN 


282 





AMBIGUOUS PRESCRIPTIONS. 


New York Branch A. Ph. A. Discusses a German Prescription 
and the Members Are Enlightened Regarding the Chlorides 
and Chlorates of Calcium—Other Technical Topics Discussed. 
The usual monthly meeting of the New York Branch Ameri- 

can Pharmaceutical Association, was held at the New York Col- 

lege of Pharmacy on Monday, May 11, with President H. J. Loh- 
mann in the chair. After routine business, including announce- 
ments by the secretary and the reception of three applications 
for membership. George H. Hitchcock reported as chairman of 
the N. F. Propaganda Committee, stating that a hall in the 

Academy of Medicine had been secured for a joint meeting 

with physicians, to be held on Thursday evening, May 28, at 8 

o'clock. He reported that the executive committee of the branch 

had met and arranged a programme for the pharmaceutical repre- 
sentatives, the speakers selected and their subjects being named 
as follows: H. J. Lohmann, The Relation of the A. Ph. A. to 
the Pharmacist, as compared with the A. M. A. and the Physi- 

cian; W. C. Anderson, The United States Pharmacopceia; W. C. 

Alpers, The National Formulary; G. C. Diekman, The Training 

of the Pharmacist. Jacob Diner is to exhibit and explain a num- 

ber of official preparations. 
Ambiguous Abbreviations in Prescriptions 
The subject of ambiguous abbreviations in prescriptions was 
brought up by Otto Raubenheimer, chairman of the Committee 
on Professional Relations, who invited consideration of the fol- 
lowing prescription : 


i NG UNO) MO SS ie kea tab ckabnvnenees02n0ckaeens 40.0; 
PR SP reer ere Seer Tee er Teer 
M. D. S.: Injection for hemorrhoids. 
Several members participated in the discussion. A. M. 


Roehrig thought that the abbreviation might be easily mistaken 
for chlorinated lime, but as there was no crystallized chlorinated 
lime, calcium chloride was intended. 

W. C. Alpers said he had put up prescriptions similar to this 
many times, and he knew it was calcium chloride that the physi- 
cian wanted. Even if the dose should seem a trifle large, the 
physician might have given the patient verbal instructions to 
dilute the liquid. 

Professor Lohmann was certain that the crystalline variety of 


calcium chloride, which contains a certain amount of water of 


crystallization. was intended. 

Mr. Raubenheimer, who introduced the subject, said that the 
prescription was reported by a German physician, Doctor Schloss, 
in the Therapie der Gegenwart, 1907, page 574, because the Ger- 
man apotheker who had dispensed the prescription sent out a 
solution of chlorinated lime, which had caused much pain to the 
patient. Mr. Raubenheimer named the official titles for the salt 
in the German, Austrian and United States Pharmacopeeias, and 
that “calc,” might be taken to mean 
either calcium or calcaria (lime). Not long ago he had noticed 
in a German medical paper, edited by a physician with a long 
string of titles, the statement that “tablets chlorinated lime” were 
designated “pastilli calcii chlorati,” instead of pastilli calcariz 
chlorati. Mr. Raubenheimer true that chlorinated 
lime might be used in 2 percent. solution as a gargle or mouth 
wash, and one-half of 1 percent. solution as an injection for 
20 percent. 


showed the abbreviation, 


said it was 


gonorrhea, but a solution, such as ordered in the 
prescription under discussion, was too strong. 

After stating that crystallized chlorinated lime did not exist 
and that crystallized ca‘cium chloride and calcium chlorate were 
articles of the materia niedica, he showed that the abbreviation 
“chlor.” might be taken to mean chlorine, chlorinated, chloral, 
chloroform, chloride or chlorate. Calcium chlorate Ca(ClO;)2+ 
2H:O was not used, he said, either in medicine or pharmacy.’ 


In the original communication to the Therapie der Gegenwart Dr. 
Schloss showed that it was calcium chlorate that was wanted, the abbre- 
viated title referring to a proprietary article recently introduced into medi- 
AMERICAN DrvuGoist. 
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Hager does not mention it in his Phar. Praxis, Brestowsky merely 
refers to it in his dictionary, Schmidt gives a process of prepara- 
tion, and it is mentioned in the Real-Enzyklopadie. The report- 
ing physician had been confused himself, for he said that calcium 
chloride was intended and that the prescription should have been 
written out in unabbreviated form, as “calcii chlorici crystall. 
puriss,” though “calcium chloricum” in German prescription Latin 
stands for calcium chlorate. 

Mr. Raubenheimer described the three forms of calcium chlor- 
ide, and afterward called attention to a peculiarity of the pre- 
scription which might escape notice. This was the line “aq. dest. 
ad 200,” which, in a German prescription, does not mean 200 Cc., 
but 200 Gm., every ingredient of a German prescription being 
weighed, and not measured. 

The speaker also called attention to an apparent confusion in 
the price lists regarding the different calcium chlorides. Merck’s 
1907 Index on page 104 lists “calcium chloride Merck,, pure, 
dry = CaCl,” but should this not be CaCl:-+2H:0? Squibb’s 
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GEO. H. HITCHCOCK, 


Chairman of the N. F. Propaganda Committee of the Manhattan Assoct- 


ation. 
Catalogue for 1908 does not list Calcium chloride. Mr. Rauben- 
heimer said it was his practice to attach extra labels to his chemi- 
cal stock bottles, bearing the following particulars: (1) the chem- 
ical formula; (2) amount of water of crystallization; (3) molecu- 
lar weight. By means of this one could tell at once that 105 Gm. 
anhydrous sodium carbonate, Na:COs, was equal to 123 Gm. 
monohydrated sodium carbonate, Na:CO;-+ H.O, or 284 Gm. 
crystallized sodium carbonate, Na:CO;+ 10 H.O. 
“Nit.”” or ‘ Mit.” 

Secretary Craig related an experience he had had in filling 
the following badly written prescription: 

R. Ung. aq. ros., 

en Se CO CN a occ eked atede wsbwetevaees wes aa Siv. 
M. ft. ungt. S.: Apply. 

He had dispensed equal parts of ointment of rose water and 
ointment of mercuric nitrate. What the doctor wanted was a 
mixture of ointment of rose water and an ointment of calomel, 
1 in &. 

G. C. Diekman said that while pharmacists were as a rule in- 
terpreting “Hexa” to mean hexamethylenetetramine, it was being 
used as the abbreviation of a proprietary medicine of an entirely 
different character. 

Some Criticism of Emulsions. 

Professor Lohmann exhibited an emulsifier of his own design 
and criticised some of the official emulsions. As an improvement 
on the official process for making emulsion of chloroform, he 
suggested the addition of the almond oil to the mixture of the 
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chloroform and tragacanth, and after shaking, the addition of 
all the water. More acacia should be used, he said, in the formula 
of emulsion of codliver oil, the necessary quantity being equal to 
one-half the amount of oil. He condemned the practice of mak- 
ing emulsion of asafcetida from the tincture, and described a 
method of purifying asafcetida by dissolving the gum in 75 per- 
cent. alcohol, filtering and evaporating. 

In discussing Professor Lohmann’s criticism of the emulsions, 
Professor Diekman said that he considered a 50 percent. emul- 
sion of codliver oil far less satisfactory, both pharmaceutically 
and therapeutically, than a 25 percent. emulsion. He also cau 
tioned against the use of any but rectified oil of turpentine in 
the preparation of the emulsion of oil of turpentine. T. N. Dis- 
sosway did not approve of Professor Lohmann’s method of puri- 
fying asafcetida, expressing the belief that a considerable portion 
of the volatile constituents of the gum would be lost in the proc- 
ess of evaporation by the method proposed. 

Routine business was transacted after this, delegates being 
appointed to the forthcoming annual meetings of the New York 
State Pharmaceutical Association and the New Jersey Associa- 
tion, as follows: New York—G. C. Diekman, Jacob Diner and 
William Muir; New Jersey—W. C. Alpers, H. J. Lohmann and 
F. P. Tuthill. Mr. Raubenheimer exhibited a copy of the Brit- 
ish Pharmaceutical Codex, and called attention to the lack of 
credit given in the use of the formulas of the U. S. Pharmaco- 
poeia and the National Formulary. Before adjourning all present 
were urged to attend the joint meeting with physicians at the 
Academy of Medicine on Thursday, May 28. 


KEFIR ‘FERMENT FOR SOURING MILK. 

A’ Process for Activating Milk With Lactic Acid Bacteria—Thera- 
peutic Value of the Different Varieties of Fermented Milk— 
How the Retail Druggist May Participate in the Manufacture 
Told at a Meeting of the Kings County Pharmaceutical 
Society—Protest Against Circulation of a Pamphlet by the 
Propaganda Committee of the N. A. R. D. 


At the May meeting of the Kings County Pharmaceutical 
Society, held in the Brooklyn College of Pharmacy on the 12th 
instant, a talk was given by Thomas J. Keenan on the ancient 
and modern methods of fermenting milk, with special reference 
to the later use of lactic acid bacilli and the pharmaceutical 
preparations thereof. He named and described the fermented 
or soured milk preparations used in different parts of the globe, 
dwelling particularly on the preparations of kefir. Mention was 
made of the first scientific investigation of kefir by E. Kern in 
1881. Kern showed that the fungus contained two varieties of 
bacteria and a yeast. This was confirmed by later observers, 
but it had been noted that the microbian content of the fungus 
varied with its source, making it an uncertain substance. The 
health and longevity enjoyed by the mountaineers of the Cauca- 
sus and by the natives of those countries in which preparations 
of soured milk formed the principal article of diet had early 
attracted the notice of travelers, among others Metchnikoff, the 
successor of Pasteur at the Institut Pasteur, in Paris, who enun 
ciated a theory regarding old age and senility based on his 
researches into the value of sour milk as a medicine. 

Metchnikoff’s Theory. 

Old age, senility and its attendant miseries as observed in 
the Western world were brought on, he believed, by the reab- 
sorption into the system of poisons formed by the bacteria of 
putrefaction, which swarm in the large intestine. These bacteria 
do not grow in a medium in which the bacilli of lactic acid are 
present, and it is by virtue of the lactic acid contained in sour 
milk that such milk derived its value as a medicine, but not as 
a whole, since the preparations of sour milk that were studied 
contained also a number of other desirable bacteria, which were 
able to colonize in the intestines and thus inhibit the growth of 
putrefactive micro-organisms. 
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As summarized by Dr. H. G. Piffard, in his article, “A Study 
of Sour Milks,” published in the New York Medical Journal for 
January 4, 1908, the views of Metchnikoff with regard to the 
antagonistic action of the lactic acid bacteria on the germs of 
putrefaction are as follows: “Putrefactive organisms, chiefly in 
the large intestine, lead to the production of certain toxines, 
indol, skatol, etc. These tend to impair vitality and shorten 
life. The bacteria concerned flourish in an alkaline environment, 
but perish in one that is acid. Metchnikoff believes that the most 
convenient and suitable way of supplying this acid environment 
is by the lactacid fermentation of milk, and further, that the 
bacilli concerned in the fermentation will make themselves at 
home in the intestine, and to a certain extent colonize it. He 
especially recommends for this purpose the Bacillus bulgaricus, 
isolated from Bulgarian sour milk.” 


The Preparations of the Market. 
Metchnikoff set himself the task of discovering the most 
vigorous and active of the bacilli concerned in the reduction of 
the lactose of milk to lactic acid, as stated, and he selected the 
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Bacillus bulgaricus, preparations of this being now made and 
marketed in France and through agents in the United States 
Several similar preparations, whose activity depends on different 
bacilli and yeasts, were also on the market, their being one dis 
tinctively American preparation in the lactone tablets made and 
marketed by Parke, Davis & Co., of Detroit. The difficulties 
connected with the preparation of a bacterial culture were too 
well known to permit of any manufacturer guaranteeing definite- 
ness of product, and in view of this and having in mind the 
palatability of the preparation made direct from the kefir fungus. 
Mr. Keenan suggested that pharmacists might find it profitable 
to turn their attention to the preparation of powders for the 
fermentation of milk made from a milk already activated with 
kefir, and he gave the details of a process already used by a 
pharmacist of his acquaintance, first impressing upon his listen- 
ers the necessity of observing the utmost cleanliness in every 
stage of the process, so as to avoid contamination of the milk 
by the introduction of germs from the surrounding air, etc. The 
preliminary washing and moistening of the kefir was also 
important. 
A Lactic Ferment from Kefir. 


The following method of producing a lactic ferment from 
kefir was then described, the process consisting essentially of 
activating pasteurized milk with the bacteria and yeasts of kefir, 
using a definite amount of the fungus, and then separating the 
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active curd, drying and mixing it with an equal weight of sugar 
This powder is put up in 1 ounce bottles to retail at 
The steps in the 


of milk. 
50 cents, directions for its use being given. 
process are as follows: 

1. Take of kefir fungus, 24% drachms, soak in a mixture of milk and 
water, equal parts (sufficient to cover the kefir) for four hours, pouring 
off and renewing at intervals of one hour, keeping the mixture at a tem- 
perature of 80 degrees F. 

2. The washed and moist fungus, now in a softened condition, is en- 
closed loosely in a piece of sterilized gauze and added to one quart of 
Pasteurized milk heated to a temperature of from 80 to 85 degrees. The 
milk with the kefir is allowed to stand, the same temperature being main- 
tained, for from twelve to fifteen hours, or until curdled. The cream is 
then removed and the ¢gurd separated and allowed to drip until fairly dry, 
when an equal weight of sugar of milk is added and the whole spread 
and allowed to dry in 
The 


sterilized 


thinly upon gauze, or upon a fibreless filter paper, 

a current of warm air at a temperature of not over 80 degrees F. 

mixed substance is then powdered gently and put up in dry, 

1 ounce wide mouthed vials, bearing some such label as the following: 
Directions for Use. 

To one quart of milk diluted with half a pint of water add a pinch of 
salt and a level teaspoonful of the ferment powder. Keep at a tempera- 
ture of 85 degrees F. for twelve to fifteen hours, shaking or stirring as 
often as convenient; then bottle and keep on ice. 

Mr. Keenan suggested that the pharmacist, before bottling and 
sending out the powder, should make a control experiment, in 
order to satisfy himself of the activity of the product and the 
quality of the milk. This might be done by taking three bottles 
of milk and putting in one a pinch of the ferment, in another a 
pinch of sugar and leaving the third bottle without any added 
substance. If the powder is of the desired activity the bottle 
containing the ferment should be completely curdled at the end 
of twelve or fifteen hours. 

The foregoing is a summary of what was said regarding the 
fermentation of milk by the kefir fungus. Mr. Keenan said that 
milk that had previously been soured with matzoon or with any 
similar product might be used as a ferment for fresh portions 
of milk. Quoting from the article by Doctor Piffard, he said 
it could not be dogmatically asserted whether the bacilli derived 
from matzoon (Bacillus bulgaricus) were to be preferred to those 
from kefir, or vice versa. Piffard considered it possible that some 
domestic organisms might be isolated in the future that would 
prove to be more desirable than those of foreign origin. 

In the discussion that followed Dr. L. H. Warner, Otto 
Raubenheimer, Dr. William Muir and Dr. W. C. Anderson par- 
ticipated. As a former pupil of Professor Metchnikoff, Doctor 
Warner was able to comment intelligently on the researches 
conducted by the former in the Institut Pasteur, in connection 
with the isolation of the Bacillus bulgaricus, and to corroborate 
most of what had been said relative to the medicinal value of 
Mr. Raubenheimer spoke from the point of view of 
a milk producer, as he had been formerly engaged in the indus- 
try, making reference to the fact that none of the old fashioned 
buttermilk could be obtained in New York, owing to the regula- 
tions of the Health Department forbidding the entry of skimmed 
milk into the city. Doctor Muir expressed the hope that Mr. 
Keenan would elaborate his remarks and prepare them in the 
form of a paper for presentation at the annual meeting of the 
New York State Pharmaceutical Association, as he believed the 
subject was of interest and value to pharmacists. Treasurer 
Oscar C. Kleine proposed a vote of thanks to Mr. Keenan, which 
was heartily seconded. In responding, Mr, Keenan acknowledged 
the courtesies shown to him by George Merck, of the firm of 
Merck & Co., and placed the bottle of kefir fungus, which was 
on exhibition, at the disposal of the college. On motion of Doc- 
tor Muir, the secretary was instructed to make acknowledgment 
to Mr. Merck on behalf of the society, the specimens being 
accepted for the college by Doctor Anderson. 

Routine Business of the Meeting. 

The meeting was presided over by Jacob H. Rehfuss, and 
the usual amount of routine business was transacted. Announce- 
ment was made of the approaching commencement exercises of 
the college, when sixty students were to receive diplomas and 
the graduates would be addressed by Supreme Court Justice Luke 
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D. Stapleton. Five candidates for membership proposed at the 
preceding meeting were balloted for and elected, and the appli- 
cations of two new candidates were received. O. C. Kleine, 
treasurer, reported a balance of $301.86 in the society’s treas 
ury and $3,625.55 in the treasury of the college. On behalf of 
the Committee on Legislation, Dr. William Muir announced that 
the Whitney pure drug bill and the Smith cocaine bill had passed 
the legislature and were now awaiting the Governor’s signature 
He also informed the members regarding the programme of busi 
ness and entertainment that had been provided for the annual 
meeting of the New York State Pharmaceutical Association, 
which takes place next month at the Mountain House, Catskill 
Mountains. 

A Pro-Substitution Pamphlet Rouses the Ire of the Members. 

Doctor Muir made an indignant protest against the circula 
tion of a pamphlet by the U. S. P. and N. F. Propaganda Com 
mittee of the National Association of Retail Druggists, in Chi- 
cago, a copy of which had come into his hands. Chief objection 
was made to the advice given in the pamphlet to substitute cer 
tain of the preparations of the National Formulary for well 
known proprietary articles. He read the directions and comment 
given under the formula for essence of pepsin, showing that it 
was recommended as a substitute for Fairchild’s essence of pep 
sin, the advice being given that the N. F. preparation was the 
same as Fairchild’s essence because the former contained ren 
nin, and it should be prescribed in lieu of the proprietary article 
of Fairchild’s. Doctor Muir was under the impression that the 
pamphlets in question had been sent out by the Metropolitan 
Association of Retail Druggists, the New York Branch of the 
N. A. R. D., but this was denied by C. E. Heimerzheim, the 
president of that Association, who explained that it was the work 
of the Chicago propaganda committee. Doctor Anderson ex 
pressed his belief that the committee had made a vital mistake 
in advising physicians to use the N. F. preparations in lieu of 
such old established articles as Fairchild’s essence of pepsin, which 
had been used for years by the medical profession. J. G. 
Wischerth, chairman of the Trade Interests Committee. said the 
Kings County Pharmaceutical Society had spent a great deal 
of money in spreading the knowledge of U. S. P. and N. F. 
preparations among the physicians of Brooklyn, and he felt that 
the circulation of the Chicago booklet would be apt to militate 
against their efforts. He hoped that a resolution would be drawn 
up protesting to the N. A. R. D. and asking the national officers 
to keep the book out of Brooklyn. A resolution to this effect was 
presented by Adrian Paradis, who said the circulation of, the 
book would, be detrimental to propaganda work in Kings County 
territory. 


An Improvized Incubator. 


A cheap, simple incubator, described in the Z. BI. f. 
Bakt., 1907, No. 2, consists of a cardboard box, with a cover per- 
forated for the introduction of a cork, holding a thermometer. 


Through a slit in two sides, as shown in the illustration, is placed 














a strip of sheet tin. Under the projecting end of this strip is 
placed the lamp, and it is said that by this arrangement a tem- 
perature may be maintained which does not vary more than 0.5 
of a degree. 
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Obesity Pills.—R. B. asks for the formula of a pill that is 
used to reduce fat and overcome obesity. 

Extract of bladderwrack gained a vogue several years ago as 
an obesity cure and it figures in most of the preparations which 
are vaunted as reducers of fat, but we must confess to some 
skepticism regarding its real value. More recent investigations 
into the treatment of diseases which are characterized by the 
undue development of adipose tissue show that the preparations 
of the thyroid gland are most effective in controlling the deposi- 
tion of fat, and some of the nostrum makers are believed to be 
using thyroid extract in some form. It is reported among phar- 
macists that a much advertised article which is recommended to 
be taken along with elixir of cascara sagrada consists of a com- 
bination of thyroid extract and a diluent powder like sugar of 
milk and starch flavored with licorice. A simple liquid prepara- 
tion of bladderwrack is the following: 


Extract of bladderwrack................lb. iiss 
DO ROTRINMIN s MEN diana aise 0-2 aww Gs dares ios Way sees Oviiss 
PIGOHON. <a ss 0% OS ee Pee een. 3xx 


Dissolve the extract in water by heat ahd add the alcohol 
when cold. The dose is one tablespoonful three times daily. 

The most effective combination of antifat ingredients is said 
to be represented in a pill which js credited to Dieterich of the 
following formula: 


PGGAGOIUROHIOG > 55.0% ccs keke cee c o0s ses ONES 
SOG TCAPDORDO 65 osc bios srs ceew wa essese cov 
Extract of bladderwrack..............000000-9V 
Pulverized guaiacum wood. ................3X 
Palverized’-Senepa. TOO: <.o5650 66s. ce cccc ess OX 


Extract of dandelion, enough to make a mass. 
Mix, and divide into pills weighing 2 grains each. 


Artificial Tobacco Flavor.—H. S. writes: “I have demands 
from local cigar makers for a preparation for producing an arti- 
I make a preparation from a formula in 
my possession, but it does not seem to give entire satisfaction. 

Valerian appears to predominate in many of the popular 
brands of Key West cigars, or their imitations, and the following 
combination is said to be used for the purpose of imparting a 
distinctive flavor to the tobacco leaf used in the rolling of cigars. 


ficial tobacco flavor. 


NV OTIANN ES ONY 5g cia hae wae RGR ween aisle 


RA ROLIUNID = oad cialae Susy A va Maeter ee dee Kae gt. Xx 
AU RRMTIOE 00. RENIN 5s 5.6/6 cs'g bs eawas ed Bae oid we a 
PRSETUE Or SOMO. bs cas cceean cekesierwed ern 3vi 
SS ee os er ee eer 

Mix. 

An alternative formula is the following: 
WAMIGUES C00 WIETIDIOIDD 5 o:¢ vy ios v0.6 o:a08 69 0106-8 pre o's 31 
2 PO oo Sgn 3ii 
MECN oA Foon, tr CaaS pete pras TG gr. i 
AUR ABT ciest 5 93 03 dea oak ee cranes es cee 3il 
MAMIE MAAN RUINS cc aS ls oe Toe Wic aa x20 8 Wes Ocoee 3i 
DRM eek ego cSt itis ayer ts! eutisee aie AS gr. i 
WEAOMERIUIN: CATDONATE: 6 .x.0605c05 coe esse sees 3ss 
New England rum, enough to make.........Oii 


The valerian, castor, Tonka and musk, reduced to a coarse 
powder, are macerated in the rum for two or three weeks, when 
the benzoin, balsam of Peru and magnesia are added and mixed 
thoroughly by agitation. After standing over night, filter through 
paper. 

Folded Seidlitz Powder Papers.—S. L. H. writes: “I 
noticed in the issue of your journal of May It an inquiry under 
Notes, Queries and Answers, from W. L. S. in regard to ‘folded 
seidlitz powder papers.’ I beg leave to inform you that a line of 
folded powder papers, including seidlitz powder papers, is put up 


by O. H. Marston, Stoneham, Mass. No. 5 and No. 5B are the 
proper size for seidlitz powders. I have been in the factory of 
this firm in Stoneham, and was surprised at the magnitude of 
their business.” 

From an esteemed friend in Hartford, Conn., we are also in 
receipt of the following communication regarding seidlitz powder 
papers. He says: “In your issue of May 11 ‘W. L. S.’ asks for 
the address of the maker of folded seidlitz powder papers. I 
think your reply did not answer his question, therefore | will. 
O. H. Marston, Stoneham, Mass., manufactures all styles and 
sizes of ‘folded powder papers.’ I have used his folded prescrip 
tion powder papers for many years and would not think that 
I could ‘keep house’ without them. By ingenious, machinery 
each paper is fed from a roll, is creased and cut, according to 
the size ordered or desired, so that every powder container when 
refolded is exactly alike, and at a cost not much more than plain 
papers. When received the papers are all unfolded with excep 
tion of one fold and no aid other than the pressure of the fingers 
is required to close them.” 


Straw Hat Cleanser.—G. D. C. asks for the formula of a 
straw hat cleanser to put up as a powder in envelopes for local 
trade. 

Tartaric acid alone, or in combination with borax, makes an 
excellent cleansing agent for straw hats, and it may be used on 
expensive Panama straws, without fear of injuring the material 
As a combined cleanser and bleacher the following mixture is 
recommended : 


OCI. DISUINNIEO 3. 5c. faced cd cs acb see seocess Ok 
POMCHEIO AQIO! 555 6 cs pu cadic ad paluand eats we ne Ail 
|) os ee ae Per rer OE Un CE eRe enERS 5 


M 

Put up in pasteboard boxes or envelopes holding half an 
ounce, to retail at 10 cents, with the following directions on the 
label : 

“Moisten a small quantity of the powder and apply it with a 
wetted tooth brush to the hat.” 


Polishing Paste.—B. makes inquiry regarding the oil that 
is used for mixing with rottenstone or silica to make a polishing 
paste or cream. He says he has used the crude petroleum oil, but 
it does not give satisfaction. 

We advise our querist to experiment with crude oleic acid, 
ammonia water and any one of the numerous preparations of 
siliceous earths on the market. By combining the crude oleic 
acid, known commercially as ‘crude oil of oleic acid,” with am 
monia water in proper proportions an ammonium soap is formed 
which may be diluted with water and mixed with precipitated 
silica, or the commercial article termed silex No. 3. 


Helium Not Solidified.—Reference was made in the AMERI 
cAN Druceist for April 13, page 195, to a report of the solidi- 
fication of helium by Dr. H. Kamerlingh Onnes, of the Uni 
versity of Leyden. Sir James Dewar is the author of a letter in 
the London Times, in which it is stated that Professor Onnes 
did not, after all, solidify helium, it being explained that the 
helium operated on had become contaminated with hydrogen. 
Professor Onnes communicates to Nature a note about the mat 
ter, in which he says: 

The prosecution of the experiments has shown that what 
I observed in expanding the gas was not the evaporation of solid 
helium, but solution phenomena of solid hydrogen in gaseous 
helium. I have communicated to the Amsterdam Academy a 
note on my experiments, which at the moment leave the con 
densation of helium a yet undecided question 
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The Administration of Calcium Lactate.—According to 
The Prescriber, this salt should not be prescribed as powders or 
tablets, since, though soluble in water when freshly prepared, it 
rapidly becomes insoluble. The best method of administration is 
in solution, as follows: 


B Precipitated calcium carbonate............... 3i 
Lactic acid Seba & Wie ek om . Mh Cxxx 
WES once cukcthevscnsesee enough to make 3vi 
Solve. One tablespoonful contains fifteen grains of calcium 


lactate. 

Treatment of Red Nose.—In reply to an inquiry regarding 
the treatment of red nose several contributors to The British 
Medical Journal for April 11, 1908, make suggestions. It is noted 
that each case requires treatment for the cause. A lady who had 
a very ugly red nose was treated with the following, which acted 
well: 

K Sulphur, precip, calamine............aa gr. xxx 
EE Se ee ers es eer ay Se re et ™ vj 
LRP: OOP. ... 24» 

Sig.: After steaming the 
ointment at night. 

oe TTL eee 
Ad GEGIOD cin ws sane vibes cneiliemae ae scbewaes 3} 
Aq. chlorof........ ..ad 3vj 

Sig.: 5ss three times a 


nose over boiling water, apply this 


day after food. 
In another case the administration of laxative doses of cascara 
sagrada every night, and the use of the following lotion, proved 


effective: 


B Calamine eee ee ee 
RCC he a a een ee: ee 
Acid. hydrocyanic, dil icacnes 
Pulv. tragacanth co.... Gis eee eee 
A ccchchiva rab becareness Pee 


M. Sig.: For external use. 

A little to be sponged over the nose every night at bedtime 
and allowed toe dry. Another practical hint is always to use the 
tragacanth powder for cosmetic lotions instead of pulv. acaciz. 

The pernicious habit of passing the smoke through the nostrils 
in cigarette smoking is blamed for the appearance of a glaringly 
red nose in a youth who was addicted to the habit. 

The Preservation of Hydrogen Dioxide.—A method for 
preserving solutions of hydrogen dioxide was recently patented 
in Germany by Von J. Arndts, of Paderborn. As described in 
the Apotheker-Zeitung, this depends upon the addition of small 
quantities of some member of the tannic acid group, such as 
tannic or gallic acid, pyrogallol, etc. A three percent. solution of 
the hydrogen dioxide to which is added a little tannin or kino- 
tanhic acid shows no change after six months. 

The Action of Pilocarpine.—Pilocarpine has been consid- 
ered by some authorities to have a direct action on the secretion 
of bile, lessening the amount of fluid in the bile and increasing 
the solid constituents. Zéri (Arch. di. farm. sperim., 1907, No. 
213), however, has recently shown that this effect is a secondary 
phenomenon, dependent upon the fact that the secretion of sweat, 
saliva, ete., is so increased that the total fluids of the body are 
reduced and the hepatic secretion is in consequence lessened and 
the bile concentrated. 

A New Bread for Diabetics._-The two objections to the 
ordinary gluten breads, as made for diabetic patients, are the un- 
pleasant flavor and the fact that they contain large amounts of 
carbohydrates. Even though poorer in starch than the ordinary 
bread, they induce a false sense of security, as they are labeled 
“diabetic bread,’ and patients are apt to indulge far too freely in 
consequence. Brodzk (Berlin. klin. Wochenschr., 1907, No. 4) 
describes a new variety of gluten bread which is called “Liton.” 
This is prepared from wheat gluten and a substance extracted 
from rye, which is treated with the infusion of malt and thor- 
oughly The process is said to remove a large propor- 
tion of the carbohydrates. The bread contains from three to ten 
percent. carbohydrate, and is said to possess a very agreeable 


washed. 


flavor. 


Pharmacology of the Rare Earths.—The results of a 


study of the therapeutic action of the salts of some of the rarer 
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earths, lanthanum, ytrium, didymium, cerium, zirconium and 
thorium, carried out at the Pharmacological Institute at Bonn 
show that they possess but a very feeble toxicity. In experiment- 
ing upon man these substances were shown to be equally in- 
offensive in doses of several grammes. For this reason intoxication 
There is no danger of chronic 
poisoning in the manufacture of incandescent lamps in which 
these rare earths are used. What action is observed is attributed 
in a large measure to the acid with which they are combined. 


Letters to the Editor. 


A Remarkable Pharmaceutical Week in Philadelphia. 
To the Editor: 

Sir, —Pharmaceutically we have had a remarkable week in 
this city. The meeting of the local branch on the evening of 
May 5 was an unusually interesting one, and the several reso- 
lutions that were adopted at that time will inaugurate changes in 
the work of the Philadelphia Branch that, I believe, will mean 
much for the rank and file of retail druggists in this country. 

The resolution regarding postgraduate instruction is being ac- 
tively discussed, and, even now, we have definite promises for 
interesting demonstrations that would insure two in place of one 
additional meeting each month during the coming winter. 

The object in view, at the present time, is to arrange for one 
meeting each month at one of the several schools or colleges, 
at which one of the teachers or professors will give a demonstra- 
tion and lecture some one subject of interest to 
pharmacists. 

This meeting, held under the auspices of the Philadelphia 
County Medical Society, was somewhat remarkable, as, so far as 
I know, this was the first time that a concerted attempt had been 
made to get druggists interested in this particular phase of the 
work that is being done by the American Medical Association. 
The list of vice presidents, made up of lawyers, doctors, ministers, 
educators, business men, political bosses, editors, and others, con- 
tained no less than seven names of pharmacists, including the pres- 
ident of the N. A. R. D.-and the president of the P. A. R. D. 

A special effort was made to get retail druggists to attend 
the evening meeting. This effort met with considerable suc- 
cess, and at least several hundred of them turned out to listen 
to Doctor McCormack, observe what he had to say, and to see 
what manner of man he was. I am sure that a number of 
the men who attended have an entirely different conception of 
Doctor McCormack and the work that he is trying to do from 
what they had before they heard him, and it is much to be re- 
gretted that severy retail druggist in Philadelphia, and, for that 
matter, every retail druggist in the United States, did not hear 
him and get in touch with the spirit that pervaded the meeting at 
which he spoke. There can be no denying the fact that the retail 
druggist of this country must be up and doing, if he cares to 
keep in touch with the advances that are being made. 

The meetings of the American Therapeutic Society were also 
of considerable interest to pharmacists in all parts of the country, 
particularly as the membership of the American Therapeutic 
Society is composed largely of the teachers of materia medica 


covering 


and therapeutics in the several medical schools and colleges. 

The joint meeting of the Philadelphia Branch of the Ameri- 
can Pharmaceutical Association with the members of the society 
and the exhibition of U. S. P. and N. F. preparations made by 
members of the Philadelphia Branch was only surpassed in 
interest by the reception given by the pharmacists of Philadelphia 
to the members of the American Therapeutic Society and their 
friends. 

Philadelphia has been the scene of a number of innovations in 
pharmacy, but it will probably be a long time before we have a 
repetition of such a remarkable series of occurrences as were 
witnessed in this city during the past week. 

M. I. Wixserr. 

PHILADELPHIA, May 13, 1908. 
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CONDUCTED BY FRANK FARRINGTON. 
Under this head will appear suggestions and plans for 
increasing trade, advertising experiences, information, 
and notes of interest usefulto the pharmacist in the prep- 
aration of his advertising matter. Specimensof current 
advertising will be reproduced, with suggestive analysis 
and criticism, and queries relative to advertising matter 
will be answered. To avoid delay address communica- 
tions to Department of Business Building, AMERICAN 
DRUGGIST, 66 West Broadway, New York. 











Illustrated Advertisements, 


The heading of an advertisement is supposed to indicate some 
thing of the nature of the contents of the ad. It is supposed also 
to present the idea in so catchy a way that it will attract the atten 
tion of the casual reader of the paper in which it appears. In 
using an illustration, the merchant presumably hopes to accom- 
plish this more perfectly and effectively than he could with type. 





YOUR HEALTH 
AND STRENGTH 
To working and enjoyment  stand- 


THE KEY NOTE 
Of our success in drawing crowds 
to our soda water fountain during 
ard by using just enough of our the warm weather is the excellence 
spring special tonic and blood puri- and deliciousness of this popula 
fier. Don’t wait to get “run down” beverage. We serve it with ice 
—keep a bottle in the house, and so cream and pure fruit juice flavor- 
keep uniformly well. Price—soc. ings and we also draw the best 
and $1.00 a bottle. mineral waters, both natural and 
THE DUMAS PHARMACY, artificial, from our fountain. When 
707 Franklin St. you want a treat try our fine soda 

water. 

HOUSMAN’S PHARMACY, 
Cor. 2oth St. and 4th Ave. 


KEEP 


If we are to judge by the clippings which we receive, either 
the druggists’ ideas of what will attract attention successfully and 
also tell what is to be found in the ad. are very hazy, or else 
the advertisers, after placing the cut at the head of the “copy,” 
forget what the cut was about and switch off on another line. 

The Dumas Pharmacy go out of their way to use a cut which 
caricatures their farmer friends in the act of taking a little 
swig out in the field. Wouldn’t a man for the 
farmer who would be beguiled by that ad into buying a bottle 
of the nameless tonic offered? 

Housman’s Pharmacy started to get up an ad of “Frog in 
Your Throat,” but after securing a picture toward it, they altered 
their intention and wrote about soda water. The idea that soda 
water contains either key notes or frogs is too far fetched to 
be believed by the general public. It really seems as if a man 
ought either to get his pictures to match his ads or else write 
his ads to match the pictures. 

The Sterling Drug Company have something unique in the 
way of a graduate, to which they call the reader’s attention, If 
readers were posted upon graduates, it is conceivable that this 
However, the 


lose respect 


specimen might attract a good deal of attention. 
average outsider would not probably appreciate what a curiosity 
the Sterling Drug Company have secured. The artist takes a 
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hit more license with apothecaries’ measures than is allowable. 
It seems hardly fair to criticise the Groover-Stewart Drug 
Company ad, since they obviously have been the victims of a mis- 
take upon the part of the printer, who has taken a cut from a 
glove advertisement and placed it at the head of their space. 











ae 
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For a sample of an utterly foreign cut, a picture with noth- 
ing whatever to do with the matter in the ad, or even with a 
drug store, the Erb Drug Company ad seems to be the prize win- 
ner. This, perhaps, betokens the dawn of the esthetic in adver- 
tising. “The Spring Poet is on Deck—Large Bottle, $1.” 

Once more | take the liberty of reminding advertising drug- 
gists that better than a poor cut, better than a just fair cut, is 
good type display. Type can be made to say something to the 
advertiser’s advantage. An inappropriate cut cannot be made of 
any use in any known way, unless it might be used as a paper 
weight on the prescription file. 

The Walker Drug Company reproduce 
their window displays showing Old Doctor Johnsing giving one 
a man putting up a guaranteed 


a picture of one of 


of his famous imitations of 
“Quick Recovery” prescription. 
acme of the wasted 


If it meant anything, 


the 
absolutely nothing. 


This advertisement is very nearly 
space. The cut means 


it would mean the wrong thing. That much white space would 





~*~ 


close your eyes to Quality THE QUALITY 
when Drug Buying. 
Doctors are particular and 
fame and fortune may depend on 
the business they will influence 
should you succeed in always hav 
ing the right thing at the right time. 
Let us supply you with the best 
Drugs and Sundries on the too 
market. to perimit the 

Write for Quotations. cost a life 

THE GROOVER-STEWART in mind. 
DRUG CO. STERLING DRUG CO. 
Next Door to Post. office 
Bring Us Your Prescriptions. 


OF A DRUG 
your In a prescription is often of prime 
importance. <A little too much may 
mean kill instead of cure You 
necd not have any fears on that 
score if you bring your prescriptions 
to this pharmacy Our methods are 
accurate, our too constant 

inistake which may 
Better keep that fact 


care 


have made a far better heading. The reading matter starts 


wrong by proceeding to tell what things are not, always a fatal 
error in an ad. It is a waste of time anywhere to tell what you 
are not going to say. 

The “copy” continues wrong by telling about the stale drugs 
that other druggists sell and by calling attention to their dirty 
stores. That is also a fatal error. It makes the other druggists 
mad and invites criticism of one’s own store. If all had been 


left white space down to the last sentence and that allowed to 
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stand, the ad would have been a pretty good one. It would have 
been unique and it would have been read. 

Of course, the harm done by the things the ad says would not 
amount to anything, because no one read the ad. 


THE ADVERTISING PLANS OF A RETAIL DRUGGIST. 


How a Small Expenditure Can Be Made to Accomplish Good 
Results in a Large City. 


By Harry B. GuILrorp, 

Rochester, N.Y. 
Advertising as the modern method of doing business for the 
retail druggist clings to the for in its pages 
the public have come to look each day for the commercial news, 


modern newspaper, 
can be obtained at the lowest 
where new and seasonable goods are on hand, what the 
just as they look for the local and 
Indeed, so forcible a factor has the 
newspaper become in this respect that the city drug store, 


to learn where the best products 
cost, 
merchants have to present, 
foreign events of the day. 
cen- 
trally located, can ill afford to do without it. 

Not that the public are going to make an extended search for 
your advertisement and study it out if complicated and badly 
not at all. These conditions apply only if your ad- 
vertising is distinctively interesting 
and instructive; if it contains the real selling points that create 
the demand, bring the people to your store and make satistied 


displayed ; 


attractive, if your copy is 


customers. 
The Advertising Campaign. 
When, ¢ 


down-town drug companies, each controlling two stores centrally 


sarly in the fall of 1907, our business was one of three 


located, we determined upon a new plan of advertising, which 


we are now pursuing. Gathering together our forces, we started 


by establishing a series of week-end sales, with special offerings 


for Friday and Saturday, sometimes inserting coupon offers, at 





COUPON 


Guilford Drug Co 


tores 3-5 East Ave. 
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to sell at 25 cents a box. With this item for a leader and cut 
prices on cigars, we were able to attract the favorable attention 
of the buying public, even in the face of long established and 
sharp competition. Our advertisements appear on Thursday in 
one of the three afternoon papers, and on Friday in one of the 


two morning papers. This gives us a circulation of some 70,000 





Free City Delivery Free Country Delivery For AU Orders of $250 or Over 


Guilford Drug Co 


138:140StateSt. TwoStores 3-5 East Ave. 
Spring Housecleaning Necessaries at 
Very Low Prices "ye 


11 thediy hovsewives look 1 ws bos thes 

Dos ang we ho 

eepiable ta the thousands of aur patrons who viet gu: Hare 
ete YOU the benete 


Nerang wepplies ond names duappanted 
+ acc ared large tacks ol the me artes that have proved we 


ey aye 04 them very bow 


ond theee thangs presen iy 


fupeee cloves nein ens 


“go 
Spring Medical 
- Suggestions 


Men Like Our 
Chocolates . 
S$0c Boxes 25c 


we ome 














Free City Delivery Free Country Delivery ter Orders $2.60 or Over 


State Street Store Never Closes. 








other times very special prices, but always including a list of 
articles of established prices. 

We were aided materially in this campaign by the establish- 
ment of our own candy factory, where, under our own super- 
vision, we were enabled to produce a pound box of chocolates, 


equal to the regular 50-cent boxes then on sale at various places, 


combined, less than half of which goes to the nearby 
We also occupy occasionally a small space in a local Ger- 
man newspaper, one of our stores having a large German trade. 
two or more 


and object of our publicity is just this: 


copies 


towns. 


newspapers, the 
To remind our 


Sut whether we go in one, 
point 
regular customers of our stores and to attract those who may 
not now be purchasers of our products. 
merchant knows of a who 
it’s been in the same location for 
And then he adds, “Why should I advertise?” 

Whien we stop to think that in nearly every city there are 
thousands of people moving in year, people who know 
nothing of local conditions or business prestige, who do not 
store from another, except through advertising, where 


Every man in his town says, 
“Everybody knows my store; 


forty years, etc.” 
each 


know one 
is this merchant going to stand in the play for their business? 


The chances are he will not get it. 


e “Copy” that Goes to Make an Advertisement. 


The matter that goes to make up an advertisement for the 
It should reflect 
should contain a 


may 


daily newspapers should contain many things. 
policy of the store; it 
firm name 
offers, 
advertisement, 


as far as possible the 
obtain general 
lastly, the three 
the description, the 


good strong signature that the 


publicity ; it should contain specific and, 


great elements of the perfect 
picture and the price. 

In our advertisements we out faithfully, placing 
which lends dignity to the advertise- 
running the general points of interest that 


a broad-minded est 


carry this 
our signature at the top, 
ment, and always 


mark our business as ablishment or tell of 
its individuality of method. 

Such 
Closes 


Orders $2.50 or Over, 


“State Street Store Never 
“Free Country Delivery for All 


used: 
“Free City Delivery,” 


” 


lines as these are 
cic. 


The subject matter itself is equally important. First, the 
There is no use of putting out 
or spring remedies in summer. In the 


preparation of this matter the greatest difficulty will be found, 


offerings must be seasonable. 


moth balls in winter, 
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perhaps, in securing the forceful selling points; the thought that 
creates the spark of desire or need, as the may be; wherein 
does this article differ from another of the same kind; what will 
make the public want it. Of course, in the case of a nationally 
advertised article, such descriptions are unnecessary, 
mention of the name and price being sufficient. 


case 


the simple 


Not Always Price. 


Right here let us stop to consider that it is not always the 
price that sells the goods. Correct presentation from the buyers’ 
standpoint ought to sell a good article at a fair price. For this 
reason, we have our advertising prepared by an outside advertis- 
ing man that it may present our offerings from the buyers’ stand 
point. 
information for our advertisements, prepares the matter and sub 
mits it to us for O. K. and final approval. It 
province to 


This man calls regularly at our stores, obtains the desired 


also falls within 


his receive all solicitors in connection with our ac 


to turn down the incessant programme man and woman 


with a skill and courtesy that come long practice 


count, 


from to cor 
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many a rainy day spoils the chances of securing immediate re- 
turns, although very often the day following will witness a heavy 
run. 


The Size of the Advertisements. 


One of our merchants has said, “I do not want the public 
to think of our store in terms of anything less than four half- 
And _ he His one of the 


leading places of its kind, occupying a prominent position on the 


columns.” never uses less. store is 


street, 
the 


proportions of 


main Thus for general publicity large space is best, and 


as a rule people will gain the idea of your store in just the 


space you use, 
The Auxiliary Forms of Advertising. 
Among the auxiliary forms of 


are 


advertising, package slips are 
These can be produced on 
The 
ihe package slip is one that no merchant should ignore, 
the 
distribution. 


using. 
a cost of about $2 a thousand 


the only matter we now 


repoussé paper at advantage 


as it 
reminder ot 


an opportunity of placing in home a 


the 


presents 


business without cost of Such slips as illus- 
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this 


etc., 1s 


for 


bills. We 


and our plan as to insertions, 


rect all proofs and check all advertising pay 


service monthly, space, 


holidays. Our expenditure re- 


there being no guesswork 


never varied, except during the 
mains the same month after month, 


as to its volume. 
The Checking of Returns. 


General returns from local advertising must be determined 
by the monthly 
the previous month and the corresponding month of the previ- 


ous 


balance sheets; how much this month exceeded 


year, considering the local conditions and the competition. 
Advertising in this sense must be considered as an investment. 
But of the direct 
said: That if 
Though we do not count the cakes 
the word of the or the empty 
Where coupons are offered, 
on a spindle and keyed so that 
pulled the best the particular 
of coupons received 


and the day. 


advertising this can be 
sell 


each day, 


returns from our 


we advertise soaps, we expect to 


stock 


soaps. 
sold or take 
telling 
re kept 
has 


trays generally 
these 
which 


salesmen 
however, 
tell 
offered. 
character of 


the story. 


we can paper 
The 


the 


article number 


the 


on 


varies with article 


Influence of Weather. 


Many a merchant has placed his large advertisement in the 
daily papers offering special things on a certain day, only to 
find that that day has to be given over to the elements. Thus 


trated in the AmericAN Druccist of April 27. serve the purpose 


very well. 
Other 


one 


things not to be forgotten are these: Drug stores 
f the 
haps, the great mass of the working people 
out For 
should be 
dressed, the 


under the 


are few stores that remain open evenings, when, per- 


the buying public— 
this the drug 
clean attractively 
these 


are for recreation and pleasure. 
lighted, the 
clerks neatly attired 


head 


reason, 


store well window and 


and attentive—all things 


come advertising. 


Influence of the Soda Fountain. 


the 
very 
long 
source 
and 


from 


Yet, 


the 
fountain is relatively small compared 


As many druggists know, of profit 


with other lines. 


percentage 


often the fountain occupies the entire side of a store. 
the 


advertising, 


as this branch of business is n 


of silent 


vaintained chiefly as a 
a place for friends to meet 
after the theatre, 
better grade of ice 


to provide 


converse when shopping or would it not 
little 


your competitor 


why 


pay to give a cream at your fountain 


than does, and thus secure prestige in a line 


where your percentage of profit can never be very large anyway? 
With 


tising at 


these 
the 
plenty of competition 


thoughts in mind we are conducting our adver 


present time, and in a city of almost 200,000, with 


and five English newspapers, in which we 
two of the 


are 


spend less than $200 per month in only five, while 


our competitors use all, we believe we accomplishing good 


work. 
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FOOD AND DRUGS ACT TO STAND. 





No Amendments to Be Made at This Session of Congress— 
Chemical Standard Established for Beef, Iron and Wine—New 
Publications of the Board of Food and Drug Inspection—Patent 
and Trademark Legislation in Abeyance—Status of the 
Pharmacist Question in Cuba. 





(From our Regular Correspondent.) 

Washington, May 21.—Congress has now reached the close 
of the session without having enacted any of the modifications of 
the food and drugs act which were predicted at the outset. This 
is in part due to a desire not to arouse antagonism during a 
political contest, but it is much more largely the consequence 
of a general feeling that the law itself is in a stage of transi- 
tion the outcome of which cannot as yet be positively known. 
There are a good many grounds for believing that this view is 
founded in justice. Nothing of importance can be known with 
regard to the real working of the act until the referee board of 
chemists has completed its labors and the Treasury has estab- 
lished the precedents by which it is to be guided in the branch of 
food and drug administration, which it has now taken over from 
the Department of Agriculture. To act further in the mean- 
while might complicate the situation, while the legislation in 
question would certainly not be as intelligent as it could be made 
later on. It thus appears that the expediency of the situation 
coincides to a degree with the demands of politics. It is hardly 
expected by the best observers that there will be any legislation 
—certainly none of importance—on food and drug questions 
during the life of the existing Congress. By a year from the 
coming fall, the verdict of the referee chemists on the question 
of preservatives ought to be in hand, and the practice of the 
Treasury regarding importations will be fairly well worked out. 
It is the judgment of the more intelligent legislators that a new 
contest for pure foods and drugs and for the necessary legisla- 
tion in connection therewith will have fully developed by that 
time and that the demand of the public on the question will then 
have to be satisfied. Meanwhile it is evidently believed safest 
to defer the question. 

Internal Revenue Rulings. 

An interesting ruling has been made by Commissioner Capers, 
of the Bureau of Internal Revenue, with reference to the ques- 
tion whether special tax liability under the internal revenue law 
shall be incurred by hospitals. Mr. Capers rules that “hospi- 
tals which make a fixed charge for treatment during a specified 
period, such charge to include treatment, subsistence, medicines, 
etc., do not incur liability to special tax by reason of the fact 
that they occasionally furnish distilled spirits as medicines or 
alcohol for baths, even though uncompounded, provided no spe- 
citic or additional charge is made for the spirits so furnished, and 
the charge to the patient remains the same, regardless of the 
amount or character of medicines, including spirits, which are 
furnished, the spirits not being furnished under conditions con- 
stituting a sale thereof, within the meaning of section 3244, 
Revised Statutes.” 

A Standard for Beef, Iron and Wine. 

Beef, iron and wine under a new ruling of the Internal Rev- 
enue Bureau will henceforward be required to contain at least 
the percentages of beef and iron given in the formula on page 
1821 of the 19th edition of the United States Dispensatory. 
Whether or not samples analyzed in future shall be held to have 
heen prepared in accordance with the formula in question will 
be determined by estimating the nitrogen by Gunning’s modifi- 
cation of Kjeldahl’s Method, multiplying the result by 6.25 for 
proteids. The proteid content must not be less than 1.4 percent. 
The content of iron, figured to iron oxide, F. E. 2/3, must not 
be less than 0.2 percent. 

New Publications of the Food and Drug Board. 

The Board of Food and Drug Inspection has begun a new 

series of publications by issuing an initial Bulletin giving the 
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substance of the first judgment secured in proceedings against 
adulterated and misbranded goods. This is done under the pro- 
vision of the law, which specifies in section 4 of the food and 
drugs act: 

“After judgment of the court notice shall be given by 
publication in such manner as may be prescribed by the 
rules and regulations.” 

Regulation 6 of the rules and regulations fer the enforce- 
ment of the food and drugs act provides: 

“(a) When a judgment of the court shall have been 
rendered there may be a publication of the findings of the 
examiner or analyst together with the findings of the 
court. 

“(b) This publication may be made in the form of 
circulars, notices or bulletins, as the Secretary of Agri- 
culture may direct, not less than thirty days after 
judgment.” 

The judgment in this instance relates to a large quantity of 
apple cider which was condemned after due hearing. The notice 
of judgment includes the analysis of the cider. This analysis m 
the given case is of no special interest, but it is believed that 
where proceedings are instituted in cases of proprietary remedic: 
and judgment secured, the practice of publication now institutcd 
will be of very substantial importance. 

No Patent or Trademark Legislation. 

After a series of rather stormy sessions, ending on the r&th 
instant, the House Committee on Patents has determined to 
attempt to secure no legislation on either patents, trademarks 
or copyright questions until next session. A subcommittee has 
been appointed to consider the question of copyright legislation, 
its report to be made next winter. Meanwhile, however, the 
question of unused patents has been laid on the shelf, and the 
same is true of proposed trademark enactments. The principal 
bill on the latter subject that has been under consideration was 
a small measure which passed the Senate a good while ago and 
which gave permission to manufacturers to apply for the regis- 
tration of trademarks used in other countries, but not to their 
knowledge registered or generally made use of in the United 
States. This permission would have been of large importance 
to manufacturers of well known proprietary preparations, and 
has been very urgently demanded by them, according to Repre- 
sentative Currier, the chairman of the committee. There is no 
indication of any serious opposition to this bill. The committee 
has simply found itself in a muddle, largely as a result of the 
controversy regarding modifications of the copyright laws. It has 
been devoting its main energy to the latter subject, and has con- 
sequently paid only a smaller amount of attention to the subsidi- 
ary measures before it. It may be expected that early next 
winter the desired trademark legislation as well as some action 
on patents held idle, and a copyright law of more or less inclu- 
sive character, will be secured from Congress. 

Case of the Cuban Pharmacists. 

News from Havana indicates that there is likely to be no 
change in the status of the pharmacist question, on which Gover- 
nor Magoon’s action some time ago stirred up so vigorous an 
agitation. The Governor’s suspension of his original proclama- 
tion has simply continued in effect, and, although this was nomi 
nally temporary, the failure to take any further action is consid- 
ered here to indicate indisposition to carry the discussion through 
to a definite conclusion, in view of our presumed withdrawal in 
the near future from the isiand. There was a great deal of fire 
and fury during Governor Magoon’s recent visit to the United 
States over the question whether he had exceeded his authority 
or not in pursuing the course which he adopted. According to 
official announcements, he was borne out in what he had done 
by Secretary Taft and the administration, but the failure to make 
the decree effective has naturally given rise to renewed reports 
that, instead of being upheld, he was subjected to serious criti- 
cism and advised to alter his plan of action in such a way as to 
attract the least possible attention. Whether this be the case 
er not, it is now hkelkieved that the incident is closed. 
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ANNUAL MEETING OF THE PROPRIETARY 
ASSOCIATION. 


Members Advocate Rehabilitation of Patent Medicine Business in 
the Mind of the Public—Hope to Secure Greater Uniformity 
in Various State Food and Drugs Laws—Banquet to President 
Cheney Well Attended. 


A record breaking gathering of manufacturers of proprietary 
goods, both in point of numbers and interest, was the twenty- 
sixth annual meeting of the Proprietary Association of America, 
which held its sessions in the Hotel Astor, Wednesday and 
Thursday, May 13 and 14. It was the consensus of all the mem- 
bers of the association present at these sessions that a strenuous 
effort should be made to rehabilitate the proprietary medicine 
business in the public mind and protect it more guardedly hereaf- 
ter against such baseless attacks as those which now are being 
made upon it in some quarters. Especial attention was drawn to 
the lack of uniformity in the state food and drugs iaws and the 





FRANK J. CHENEY, 


President of the Proprietary Association of America. 


desirability of having these laws amended so that they might be 
in greater conformity with the national food and drugs act of 
June 30, 1906. 

With the exception of a combination of the offices of secre- 
tary and treasurer, no change was made in the personnel of the 


offices. Orient C. Pinckney, for several years secretary of the 
association, was unanimously elected to the combined office of 
secretary-treasurer, while the other officers were re-elected. The 
President, Frank J. Cheney, of Toledo, 
Ohio; first vice-president, John W. Kennedy, of Chicago, and 
second vice-president, A. H. Beardsley, of Elkhart, Ind. All 
the former members of the executive committee also were re- 
elected, with the exception that J. A. Patton, of Chattanooga, 
Tenn., was chosen to take the place left vacant by the death of 
W. S. Douglass, and that T. W. Chelf, of Richmond, Va., was 
elected an additional member of the committee. 

At the opening session, the annual report of the association’s 
counsel, George L. 


re-elected officers are: 


Douglass, was read and approved. This re- 
port mentioned the legal actions in which several of the asso- 
ciation’s members had been involved during the last year, and 
summarized the legislation of the various states of interest to 
proprietary concerns. Mr. Douglass mentioned the fact that 
thirty states had passed laws virtually in conformity with the 
national food and drugs act, but that the slight differentiation 
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still existing in these laws should be eliminated entirely. Mr. 
Douglass also denied emphatically the charge made in some quar- 
ters that money had been used by the members of the P. A. of 
A. to corrupt or influence unfairly any legislation, either national 
or state. 

EK. F. Kemp, of Chicago, secretary of the press committee, 
reported on the relations existing between the association and 
the daily newspapers and trade journals. Later in the session 
a resolution of sympathy for the widow of the late W. S. 
Douglass was adopted. 

At the afternoon session, several publishers and editors of 
drug trade journals delivered addresses. Caswell A. Mayo, 
Ph. G., editor of the AMERICAN Drucaist, read a comprehensive 
report on the opportunities offered to American proprietary medi- 
cine manufacturers in foreign countries and cited many instances 
where American goods had become popular in other lands and 
had brought big returns to their manufacturers. 

D. O. Havnes, proprietor and publisher of the Pharmaceutical 
Era, spuke on the field open for legitimate proprietaries. Charles 
B. Drake, of the Practical Druggist, read a paper on the uses of 
drug trade journals. H. R. Strong, of the National Druggist, 
told of the change in the attitude of the drug journals toward 
the proprietary medicine business, which he had observed dur- 
ing the last few years, and William H. Gove delivered an ad- 
dress of welcome in the name of the association, complimenting 


ie 





A. H 


Vice-president of the 


BEARDSLEY, 
Proprietary Association of .\t 

the representatives of the trade journals upon their manifestly 
fair and impartial treatment of proprietary manufacturers. Hugh 
Craig, of the Druggist’s Circular, also spoke. 

A complimentary banquet to Mr. Cheney was held Wedne 
day evening in the Yacht Room or the hotel. Dr. James B. 
McFatrich, president of the Murine Eye Remedy Co., of Ch 
cago, acted as toastmaster. 
several impromptu addresses were made. 


There were no formal speeches, but 
A brief meeting of the 
executive committee was held on Thursday morning for the pur 
pose of organizing the new body and for considering the associa 
tion’s affairs. 

\mong were: FE. K 
Mertz, the 


those present at the meeting 


Wichita, 


Hyde. 


Yueca Company, Kan; KE. P. Orrine 














292 


Company, Washington; Benjamin Weir, Chattanooga Medicine 
Company, Chattanooga; John W. Kennedy and E. C. DeWitt, 
E. C. DeWitt & Co., Chicago; F. E. Holliday, New York; 
Tohn H. Bell, Hostetter Company, Pittsburgh; E. F. Kemp, 
Chicago; Charles Beylin, Kickapoo Medicine Company, Clin- 
tonville, Conn.; E. J. Schall, Meyer Brothers Drug Com- 
pany, St. Louis; A. G. Pike, J. J. Pike & Co., Boston; E. F. 
Searles, Athlophoros Company, New Haven; William Hard- 
ham, Philo Hay Specialty Company, Newark, N. J.; J. F. 
Hi-cox, Hiscox Chemical Company Patchogue, N. Y.; Charles 
H. Thayer, Ripans Chemical Company, New York; William 
H. Bostick, Morristown, N. J.; Nelson Clark, McNeill Medi- 
cine Company, Harrisburg, Pa.; C. G. Painter, Garfield Tea 
Company, Brooklyn; E. L. Andrews, Andrews Manufacturing 
Company, Bristol, Tenn.; Gilbert F. Kennedy, Dr. David Ken- 
nedy’s Sons, Rondout, N. Y.; M. Weinburg and Bert M. Moses, 
Omega Chemical Company, Buffalo, N. Y.; R. L. Land, Dr. 
Kilmer Chemical Company, Binghamton, N. Y.; L. S. Levee, 
Proprietary Articles Trade Association of Canada, Toronto; 
F. E. Himrod and Orient C. Pinckney, Himrod Manufacturing 
Company, New York; H. H. Good, Carter Medicine Company, 
New York; H. Rolff Planten, H. Planten & Son, Brooklyn; 
Albin L. Page, Vapo-Cresolene Company, New York; H. R. 
Lindsey, E. E. Sutherland Medicine Company, Paducah, Ky.; 
John C. Gallagher, Jersey City; John A. Yakel, Kohler manu- 
facturing Company, Baltimore; Frank J. Cheney, Cheney Medi- 
cine Company, Toledo, Ohio; W. T. Holloway, Johnston, Hollo- 
way & Co., Philadelphia; G. E. Foster, Buffalo; A. C. Meyers, 
A. G. Meyers & Co., Baltimore; A. H. Kennedy, Charles N. 
Crittenton Company, New York; H. E. Bucklen, H. E. Bucklen 
& Co., Chicago; P. J. Brady, Cleveland; H. M. Clarke, Fenner’s 
People’s Remedies, Fredonia, N. Y.; William H. Gove and 
Austin W. Pinkham, Lydia E. Pinkham Company, Salem, Mass. ; 
Lester H. Greene, Greene’s Syrup of Tar, Montpelier, Vt.; O. E. 
Merrill, Dr. R. U. Kendall Company, Buffalo; George L. Doug- 
lass, Chicago; C. H. McLean, The Dr. J. H. McLean Medicine 
Company, St. Louis; David Watson, president of the Proprietary 
Articles Trade Association of Canada, Montreal; W. R. David- 
son, Vivi Company, San Francisco; A. H. Beardsley and F. K. 
Fernald, Miles Medicine Company, Elkhart, Ind.; W. E. Weiss, 
J. W. James Company, Wheeling, W. Va.; D. M. Newbro, Herpi- 
cide Company, Detroit; E. H. Parker and H. B. Foley, Foley 
Company, Chicago; W. A. Talbot, Puso Company, Warren, Pa. ; 
A. F. Moore, Pepsin Syrup Company, Monticello, Ia., and James 
Sharp, Eastern Viva Company, Washington, D. C. 





WHOLESALERS PLANNING FOR THE ANNUAL MEETING. 





Atlantic City Will Entertain the Members of the National Whole- 
sale Druggists’ Association Next September—Order Already 
Placed for a Handsome Souvenir of the Meeting—Intending 
Visitors Asked to Notify the Committee. 





(From our Regular Correspondent.) 

Philadelphia, May 21.—The Committee of the National 
Wholesale Druggists’ Association, of which Miers Busch, of this 
city, is chairman, held a meeting a few days ago, at which a 
general exchange of views and outlining of plans for the com- 
ing annual convention in Atlantic City, next September, were the 
order of the day. 

The committee has decided upon and placed the order for 
the souvenir which will be distributed to the visiting members. 
This is a handsome bronze tray, and right here it may be said 
that an early idea of the approximate number who will attend 
the convention, as well as about how many may be expected to 
attend the banquet which will take place in the dining room of 
the Hotel Marlborough-Blenheim on Tuesday evening of con- 
vention week, after the president’s reception and dance, will 
be appreciated by the committee. Such knowledge will aid it 
greatly in providing a sufficiency of souvenirs and also in ar- 
ranging for the seating of guests. 
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Arrangements have also been made by the committee to 
include in the coupon books packages of tickets good on the 
various piers. An advance circular showing in detail what has 
been done by the committee up to date is in press and will be 
ready for distribution shortly. 

The committee on the banquet to be given by the Phila- 
delphia Wholesaie Druggists to their brethren (and sistern too) 
from other cities and towns has completed a lot of preliminary 
week. Among other things, the cards to subscribers have been 
decided upon and arrangements made for the decorations and 
music. This affair, which will be one of the most notable of 
the entertainments of the convention, will take place on the even 
ing of Thursday, September 24. 

In this connection Mr. Miers Busch visited Atlantic City last 
Thursday. Among other work transacted, he called upon Mayor 
Stoy and invited him to deliver the address of welcome, recall- 
ing to Mr. Stoy’s memory that he had acted in the same ca- 
pacity when the convention of 1906 was held in the City by the 
Sea. Mr. Stoy’s face brightened with memories of the previous 
occasion and he assured Mr. Busch that he would be delighted 
to accept the invitation, which recalled to his mind such pleasant 
memories of his previous experience with the Wholesale Drug- 
gists of the United States. 


HEADQUARTERS CHOSEN FOR N. A. R. D. ANNUAL 
MEETING. 





Royal Palace Hotel Will Accommodate the N. A. R. D. and the 
W. O. N. A. R. D. at the Annual Mezting in Atlantic City. 





Philadelphia, May 20.—Charles Rehfuss, of this city, and 
J. C. Gallagher, of Jersey City, N. J., who had been appointed a 
committe2 to select quarters for the delegates who will attend 
the N. A. R. D. convention at Atlantic City, N. J., the week of 
September 14, last evening returned from making a round of the 
principal hotels. They have practically agreed upon the Royal 
Palace Hotel, at Pacific avenue and the beach, as the headquar 
ters for the convention. There the sessions will be held, while 
in the more prominent hotels in the immediate vicinity, it is 





CHARLES REHFUSS, 
Of the National Association of Retail Druggists. 


expected, the delegates who cannot be accommodated at the 
Royal Palace will be quartered. The contracts have not been 
closed, but it is expected that these arrangements will be final. 

Messrs. Rehfuss and Gallagher were accompanied by Mrs. 
William E. Lee, President of Chapter No. 6, W. O. N. A. R. D., 
of this city, who is also vice president of the national organiza- 
tion. It is understood that the sessions of this body will also 
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be held at the Royal Palace. Details are still to be arranged, 
and will be announced later. 

The section chosen by these representatives is one of the most 
delightful in Atlantic City. It is easy of access by both train 
and trolley and at the same time is sufficiently removed from 
the closely built portion of the resort to give the 1,500 delegates 
to the conventions the rest that they will need after the strena- 
ous sessions, undisturbed by the racket of a big city and lulled 
by the sound of the ocean’s waves just beyond the porches of the 
hotel. 

MANHATTAN ASSOCIATION SEEKS TO AVOID 
HEALTH DEPARTMENT TRAP. 





Plan to Retaliate for Attempted Prosecution Based on Sale o 
Cocaine Upon Prescription Written by Department Employee 
Who Purports to Be a Licensed Physician—Doubt Expressed 
as to Whether Such “Fake’’ Doctors Can Cause Conviction of 
Pharmacists Under City and State Cocaine Laws—Delegates 
Appointed for A. Ph. A. and N. Y. oc. “he A. Annual 
Meeting. 


Ways and means for avoiding a trap set for all retail drug- 
gists in Greater New York by the New York City Department 
of Health were discussed and considered at the latest meeting 
of the Manhattan Pharmaceutical Association, held on Monday 
evening, May 18, in the New York College of Pharmacy Build- 
ing. The trap arranged by the City Department of Health has 
as a bait an apparently legitimate prescription calling for cocaine, 
written by an employee of the department who, to all appear- 
ances, is a regularly licensed physician, but who, in reality, is not 
legally authorized to practice medicine or prescribe in this State. 
The department has instructed this man to represent himself 
as a duly licensed doctor, to write a prescription for cocaine 
and request the pharmacist whose store he has entered to fill 
such prescription for him. Members of the Manhattan associa- 
tion reported that many pharmacists in this city already have 
fallen victims to the snare and it is feared that many others may 
do so unless they are warned of it. 

As even the latest city and business directories do not con- 
tain the names of many legally licensed physicians in this city, 
it is practically impossible for the average druggist to determine 
whether the employee of the Department of Health who pur- 
ports to be a licensed physician actually is a fraud or not. If 
the pharmacist fills the prescription, the department notifies him 
that it wiil begin criminal proceedings against him under the 
provisions of the city and state cocaine laws, which prohibit the 
sale of cocaine, except upon a written prescription of a licensed 
physician, and if he refuses to fill it, he naturally fears that he 
may be antagonizing a reputable doctor who will take his patron- 
age elsewhere thereafter. The only remedy which a majority of 
the members of the Manhattan association were able to suggest on 
Monday evening lies in telephoning to the department head- 
quarters whenever a pharmacist is in doubt as to the authoriza- 
tion of a reputed physician to write such a prescription. 

Dr. George C. Diekman, however, suggested retaliatory action 
against the Department of Health by seeking to secure the con- 
viction of the department’s employee on the ground that he is 
violating the medical laws of the state by purporting to be a 
duly licensed physician. Dr. Diekman also expressed the belief 
that no pharmacist could be convicted for dispensing cocaine 
upon what appeared to be a legitimate prescription, as it is un- 
reasonable to expect that a druggist should recognize instantly 
every licensed physician or even have at hand a complete list of 
all the licensed physicians in the city. He also introduced an 
interesting query as to the legality of filling a prescription writ- 
ten by a physician who is a resident of another State. Such 
prescriptions are presented frequently by visitors to New York 
city and Dr. Diekman asked for information as to whether such 
prescriptions could be filled in this city legally. Thomas Latham 
maintained that the filling of such a prescription would be illegal, 
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but the other members of the association contended that it would 
be legitimate. 

Bruno R. Dauscha, as secretary of the association, read com- 
munications from two large pharmaceutical companies replying 
to a circular letter issued by the association in which the mem- 
bers made a general protest against the advertisements of certain 
drug manufacturing concerns, which asserted that the average 
retail druggist did not have the facilities for making U. S. P. 
and N. F. preparations, while the manufacturers in question 
were better able to make these products. Advertisements of this 
character, it was said, had been inserted in numerous drug and 
medical journals in order to induce physicians to order directly 
from such houses. One of these houses replied that it had 
never indulged in such advertising and the other stated that it 
had discontinued the making of such “announcements.” 

Jacob Diner asked why the poison law of New York State 
did not compel pharmacists to label as “poison” and register the 
sale of codeine and antikamnia when the preparations are sold in 
broken lots. After some consideration, it was the consensus 
of the members that the State pharmacy law expressly exempts 
all proprietary goods from such labeling, except when they con- 
tain cocaine. 

Dr. William Muir was given the privilege of the floor and 
made an able address on the approaching annual meeting of the 
New York State Pharmaceutical Association, urging all the mem- 
bers of the Manhattan association to attend it. 

Delegates to the annual meeting of the American Pharma- 
ceutical Association were appointed, as follows: Dr. George C. 
Diekman, George H. Hitchcock, Clarence O. Bigelow, Joseph 
Weinstein and Jacob Diner. As delegates to the annual meeting 
of the New York State Pharmaceutical Association, Mr. Bigelow, 
J. L. Lascoff and Mr. Diner were named. 

Mr. Hitchcock reported a balance on hand amounting to 
$23.90 and a reserve fund of more than $1,800. The usual colla- 
tion was served after the adjournment of the meeting. 





Six Thousand Dollars Damages for Unauthorized 
Use of a Testimonial. 

In 1903 a law was enacted by the Legislature of the State of 
New York prohibiting the unauthorized use of the photograph 
of any person for advertising purposes. Miss Frances Wynne, 
a saleswoman in a Sixth avenue department store, brought suit 
recently against the Lydia E. Pinkham Medicine Company on 
the charge that the company had published her photograph with- 
out her consent, accompanied by a testimonial of which she had 
no knowledge. The testimonial reads as follows: 

Miss Elizabeth Wynn, of 205 Eighth avenue, New York City, writes: 
For months I suffered with dreadful headaches, pain in the back and severe 
hemorrhages, was weak and out of sorts all the time. Lydia E. Pinkham’s 


vegetable compound helped me when all other medicines had failed. It 
seemed to be just what I needed and quickly restored my _ health. 


Miss Wynne spells her name with a final “e,” her first name 
is Frances and not Elizabeth, as it appears in the testimonial, 
and she does not reside at 205 Eighth avenue, but the photograph 
was a speaking likeness and showed her in her only low cut 
gown. As a consequence of the publication of this she was so 
much annoyed by her fellow clerks that she was compelled to 
give up the position and brought suit for $10,000 damages. On 
May 12 the jury brought in a verdict in the United States Circuit 
Court awarding $6,000 damages. Notice of appeal has been filed 
by the defendants, who set up the defense that the testimonial 
was published in good faith by them. It appears from the 
evidence that a fellow clerk of Miss Wynne signed her name to 
the testimonial, asserting that she had been authorized to do so. 
The decision being rendered during the sessions of the Proprie- 
tary Association, brought the matter of the use of testimonials 
before that body, where the subject was discussed at great length, 
though behind closed doors. 





The Apollinaris Company, Limited, have received a warrant 
of appointment to his Imperial Japanese Majesty’s household. 
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LOUISIANA ASSOCIATION ADVOCATES CREATION OF 
NEW STATE FOOD AND DRUG COMMISSION. 


Decides to Urge Amendment to Law Giving Enforcement to a New 
State Board—Also Discusses Question of Retilling Prescriptions 
—State Association Favors Graduation Prerequisite. 


Approbation and endorsement of an amendment to the Lou- 
isiana food and drugs law whereby the power of enforcing the 
law is to be taken from the State Board of Health, where it 
now is, and placed in the hands of a special commission of seven, 
was the principal achievement of the members of the Louisiana 
State Pharmaceutical Association at their twenty-sixth annual 
meeting in the New Orleans College of Pharmacy on May 12, 
13, 14 and 15. A discussion of the advisability of prohibiting 
altogether refilling of prescriptions, except upon the order of the 
physicians originally writing them, also constituted an interesting 
feature of the meeting, the business sessions of which were inter 
spersed with numerous entertainments and amusements. 

At the election of officers, Adam Wirth, first vice president 
of the association, was chosen president for the ensuing year, and 
the following were elected to the other offices: First vice presi- 
dent, E. L. McClung, of Natchitoches; second vice president, 
John E. Scott, of New Orleans; treasurer, Dr. George S. Brown, 
of New Orleans, and recording secretary, George W. McDuff, 
of New Members of the executive committee elected 
were: A. Di Trapani, C. D. 
Sauvinet, J. N. W. Otto, John 
V. Claren and T. J. Baltar, 

In the absence of A. Villeret, 
of Bayou Sara, president of the 
association, Mr. Wirth presided 
at the opening session. After 
an address of welcome had been 
delivered by Mayor Behrman, of 
New Orleans, to which M. Bern 
stein, of Shreveport, responded 
in pleasing vein, a letter from 
Senator Labbe was read. In 
this letter the Senator stated 
that he was willing to back a 
measure creating a 
food and drug commission for the state. An address welcoming 
the delegates then was delivered by A. Di Trapani, and _ re- 
sponded to by William J. Sbisa. F. C. Godbold, representing 
the American Pharmaceutical Association, later made an excel- 
lent speech upon the state food and drugs law and the aims of 
the A. Ph. A. 

\ thorough consideration of the proposed creation of a com- 
mission to enforce the state food and drug law was not taken 
up. however, until A. D. Parker, representing the N. W. D. A,, 
addressed the convention and emphasized the need of action on 
the part of the Louisiana to kill hostile law 
measures framed by the State Board of Health. Mr. Parker 
urged every delegate present at the meeting to urge his repre- 
sentative in ihe state legislature to aid in killing such bills. Mr. 
Parker then introduced a resolution advocating the creation of 
the commission, which he said would be sent to the legislature 
as soon as it was approved by the convention. This resolution, 


Orleans. 


\. VILLERET, 
Retiring President of the Louisiana 


Pharmaceutical Association. 
legislative 


state association 


which finally was approved, follows: 


Resolved, That the Louisiana State Pharmaceutical Association, 
in convention assembled, hereby unanimously approves and in- 
dorses the proposed amendment to article I of the state pure food 
and drugs act as follows: “That the rules and regulations gov- 
erning the sale of food and drugs within the State of Louisiana 
shall be established by a commission of seven men, as follows: 
Two doctors, two pharmacists, one analytical chemist, one grocer 
and the president of the State Board of Health, who is to be the 
seventh commissioner and ex-officio thé chairman of the 
commission. 


President Villeret presented his annual report, which com- 
mentéd at length on the state food and drugs act, and urged the 
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association to engage in active work on legislative measures 
affecting the drug trade. 

Dr. Phillip Asher, dean and professor of chemistry of the 
College of Pharmacy, offered a resolution to the effect that no 
one shall be examined for registration by the board of pharmacy 
before the board is satisfied that such applicant holds a diploma 
from a college of pharmacy. S. W. Morgan opposed this resolu- 
tion, but it was adopted unanimously. 

Mr. Wirth, as chairman of the committee on pharmacy and 
a report on U. S. P. and N. F. propaganda 
work, in which he tried to dem- 
onstrate the necessity for bring- 
ing together in joint conference 
for the discussion of pharma- 
ceutical problems the New Or- 
leans Medical Society and _ the 
State Pharmaceutical Asso- 
ciation. 

Mr. Parker offered a gold 
medal or glass plate scales to 
the association, to be awarded 
to the writer of the best paper 
on U. S. P. and N. F. prep- 
arations, such paper to be sub- 
mitted within thirty to sixty 
days. The offer was accepted 
with thanks, 

At the banquet Mr. Wirth pre- 
sided and George W. McDuff 
acted as toastmaster. James Wilkinson, the guest of honor, was 
the first speaker. He responded to the toast: The President of 
the United States. The other speakers and their toasts were: 
M. Bernstein, The Governor of Louisiana; M. T. Breslin, The 
Mayor of New Orleans; A. Villeret, The State Association; 
\. Di Trapani, The New Orleans Pharmaceutical Association; 
H. A. Mann, The Press; C. D. Sauvinet, Our Jobbing Friend; 
John E. Scott, Our Pharmaceutical Houses, and Adam Wirth, 
Pure Food and Drugs, 


queries, submitted 


GEO. W. 
Secretary of the 
ceutical 


McDUFF, 
Louisiana 
Association. 


Pharma- 


The College of the City of New York. 


On May 14 the new buildings of the College of the City of 
New York, covering the area from One Hundred and Thirty- 
eighth to One Hundred and Fortieth street, and stretching from 
Amsterdam avenue to Convent avenue, were formally dedicated, 
the ceremonies covering the entire day. The buildings cost over 
$6,000,000, and are most attractive from an architectural point of 
view, being built of gray and white stone in what might be 
termed the Norman Gothic style. The buildings are fitted up 
with the most improved appliances and are intended to supply 
the needs of 5,000 students. The morning was devoted to the 
general exercises, including addresses by the president of the 
institution, Dr. John R. Finley; the English Ambassador, James 
Bryce; President Winthrop, of the Board of Education, and 
Oscar Straus, Secretary of Commerce and Labor. In the after- 
noon the dedicatory exercises were held in the separate buildings 
devoted to special branches. 

The chemistry building was formally dedicated by exercises 
held in the afternoon, which were presided over by Prof. Charles 
3askerville, head of the department of chemistry in the institu- 
tion. Addresses were delivered by Prof. Edgar F. Smith, vice- 
provost of the University of Pennsylvania; Dr. W. D. Bancroft, 
professor of physical chemistry at Cornell University; Dr. W. H. 
Nichols, chairman of the board of managers of the General 
Chemical Company; and by Prof. Ira Remsen, president of 
Johns Hopkins University, though President Remsen’s address 
was read in his absence, Professor Remsen having been detained 
at Washington in attendance on the conference of Governors. 
The chemistry building makes provision for the accommodation 
of 1,000 students and requires the services of from twenty-five 
to thirty instructors. 
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ETHICAL PHARMACY AND MEDICINE IN MINNESOTA. 


The Northwestern Branch of the American Pharmaceutical Asso- 
ciation Meets at Mankato—Druggists and Doctors Co-operating 
—Improvement in the Qualifications of Pharmacy. 


Mankato, Minn., May 7.—Some forty odd pharmacists from 
Mankato and surrounding towns dined at the Saulpaugh House 
in this town last evening and held a meeting of the Northwestern 
Branch of the American Pharmaceutical Association. The pro- 
ceedings were opened by the president of the branch, Prof. F. J. 
Wulling, dean of the Department of Pharmacy of the University 
of Minnesota, with an address on Ethical Pharmacy and Medi- 
cine. Doctor Andrews, who followed Dean Wulling, deplored 
the multiplicity of preparations, which were merely mixtures of 
well known drugs and chemicals, marketed under fanciful names. 

D. F. Jones, of Watertown, S. Dak., took a most hopeful 
view of the outlook in both pharmacy and medicine. Mr. White- 
head, Mr. Parry, E. B. Wilson and Messrs. Kittle and Doxey 
spoke on various phases of the relations between the physician 
and the pharmacist, and all took favorable views of the future, 
Stewart Gamble, of Minneapolis, spoke of the marked improve- 
ment in the equipment of the pharmacist for his work brought 
about in the past decade by the influence of the colleges of phar- 
macy. He exhibited specimens of the National Formulary prep- 
arations and of the Physicians’ Manual of the U. S. P. and N. F. 
Dr. George R. Curran, Dr. D. D. Smith, Doctor Denham, Dr. 
J. M. Edwards, Dr. A. O. Bjelland, Dr. M. A. Beach, Dr. 


John S. Holbrook, Dr. A. A. Schmidt and Dr. Gerhard A. Dahl 


all spoke in favor of closer co-operation between pharmacist and 
physician and gave assurance of their desire to help in the efforts 
to bring this about. 


Antinarcotic Law of New Jersey. 


[he text of the antinarcotic law enacted by the legislature of 
the State of New Jersey is subjoined. The law directly affects 
sales by wholesalers, as such are restricted to orders signed by 
druggists, dentists, physicians or veterinarians. Its provisions 
should be carefully studied by all who are likely to be affected 
by the operation of the law: 

CHAPTER 197. LAWS OF 1908. 
Approved, April 13th, 1908. 

A Supplement to an act entitled “An act for the punishment of 
crimes (Revision of 1898)” approved June fourteenth, one thousand eight 
hundred and ninety-eight. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and General Assembly of the 
New Jersey: 

Any person who shall sell, give away, 
loid cocaine, or its salt, alpha or beta eucatne, or their salts, opium, mor- 
phine, codeine, chloral, or any of the derivatives of chloral, or who shall 
sell, give away, furnish or dispose of any admixture of cocaine or eucaine, 
or any patent or proprietary remedy containing cocaine or eucaine, except 
on written prescription of a duly licensed and practicing physician, shall 
be guilty of a misdemeanor. 

Any person who shall fill a prescription for any of the substances, ad- 
mixtures, or remedies mentioned in the first section hereof, more than 
once, or who shall fail to retain and preserve any such prescription after 
dispensing the same, for at least five years, or who shall take or permit 
another to take a copy of any such prescription, shall be guilty of a 
misdemeanor. 

Any person who shall bring into this State or have in his possession 
any of the substances, admixtures or remedies mentioned in the first sec- 
tion hereof, which may have been purchased or otherwise obtained in 
another State contrary to the law of that State shall be guilty of a mis- 
demeanor. 

Notwithstanding anything herein contained it shall not be unlawful for 
any duly licensed practicing physician, dentist or veterinarian to use, sell 
or give away any of the substances, admixtures or remedies mentioned in 
the first paragraph hereof, for a legitimate or necessary purpose in the 
practice of his profession. Any physician, dentist or veterinarian who shall 
give to any person a prescription or order for, or sell or give away any 
of the substances, admixtures or remedies mentioned in the first section 
hereof, except for a legitimate and necessary purpose in the practice of his 
profession, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. 

Notwithstanding anything hereinbefore contained the substances, ad- 
mixtures and remedies mentioned in the first section hereof, may be sold 
at wholesale, by any person regularly engaged in the wholesale drug trade 
and by any duly registered druggist, upon the written order of a duly 
registered druggist, licensed physician, dentist, or veterinarian, provided, 
that such wholesale dealer or registered druggist, shall affix or cause to be 
affixed to each bottle, box, vessel or package containing the article sold and 
upon the outer wrapper of the package as originally put up, a label dis- 
tinctly displaying the name and quantity of the article sold and the word 
“Poison,” with the name and place of business of the seller, all printed 
in red ink; and previded also, that such wholesale dealer or registered drug- 
gist shall before delivering any of said articles, make or cause to be made 
in a book kept for that purpose, an entry of the sale thereof, stating the 
date of the sale, the quantity, name and form, in which sold, the name and 


State of 
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sate ARAB CABS ANN ew on 


PHARMACEUTICAL RECORD. 205 


address of the person purchasing the same and by whom the entry is 
made, and the said book shall be always open for inspection by the proper 
authorities, and shall be preserved for at least five years after the date of 
the last entry made therein. 


This act shall take effect immediately. 


Pass List of the New Jersey Board. 

candidates at the 
Board of Phar- 
place at 


The following is a list of the successful 
April examination of the New State 
The next examination of the board will take 
Trenton on Thursday and Friday, July 16 and 17: 

Pharmacists.—Aaron Augenblick, Newark; Charles A. Cole, 
Jersey City; Roy Thomas Cope, Greensburg, Pa.; Joseph Costa, 
New York, N. Y.; Howard C. De Clark, Paterson; Henry De 
Vries, Paterson; Samuel Gartenberg, Newark; Nathan Glassen- 
berg, New York, N. Y.; Arthur August Harmann, Newark; 
Henry T. Hopkins, Keyport; Charles G. Horner, Chambersburg, 
Pa.; Nicholas D. Huyler, Hackensack; Arthur A. Kahn, Long 
Branch; Robert Kasdan, Belmar; Harold D. Konover, Trenton; 
Roland H. Kilborn, South Orange; Nicholas V. Kroeze, P 
son; Edward A. Krom, East Rutherford; John E. Lamouree, 
Tuxedo Park; William D. Lavin, Newark; John T. Macdonald, 
Philadelphia, Pa.; Torquato Mancusi, Newark; Elmer E. Mount, 
Burlington; Ernest E. Onsted, Newark; Nelson F, Parker, At- 
lantic City; Anastasius Parobek, Trenton; W. Scott Redfield, 
Princeton; Alter S. Resler, New York, N. Y.; Meyer J. Samuel- 
son, New York, N. Y.; Joseph S. Scheuer, New York, N. Y.; 
Samuel Silverberg, New York, N. Y.; David R. Slitkin, Newark; 
Moe L. B. Sotoloff, Philadelphia, Pa.; Herman V. Staehle, New- 
ark; Harry Sternberger, Newark; Leawork G. Stratton, Beverly. 

Registered Assistants.—Harry W. Breslin, Newark; John . 
Cassidy, Newark; William T. Cramer, Point Pleasant; Paul F. 
De Dan, Atlantic City; Edward C. Eycke, Bayonne; John F. 
Fitzgibbon, Jersey City; Luke C. Hines, Rahway; Gustav E. 


J ersey 


macy. 


ater- 


Hopf, Elizabeth; Joseph A. Johnson, Paterson; William F. Lind, 
Orange; Nicholas G. Mariconda, Newark; Harry B. Reibel, Eliz- 
abeth; Joseph Schnorbus, Trenton; Walter A. Yeakle, Norris- 
town, Pa. 
DIED. 

ABERNETHY.—In Newton, N. C., on Wednesday, April 22, 
T. R. Abernathy, aged fifty-nine years. 

Barker.—In St. John, N. B., Can., on Wednesday, April 15, 


Henry W. Barker, aged fifty-six years. 
3ERRY.—In Atlanta, Ga., on 
aged sixty years. 
BLeHL.—In Williamsport, Pa., on Saturday, April 25, 
Blehl, aged forty-two years. , 
Casper.—In Springfield, Ohio, on 
Casper, aged seventy years. 
Coox.—In Indianapolis, Ind., 
Cook, aged sixty-six years. 
Davis.—In Paragould, Ark., on 
Davis, aged sixty-eight years. 
DUENKEL.—In Tacoma, Wash., on 
liam Duenkel, aged seventy-three years. 
Kuxun.—In Brooklyn, N. Y., on Thursday, 
Kuhn, aged seventy-nine years. 
Maurer.—In Philadelphia, Pa., 
Maurer, aged forty-five years. 
Ricketrs.—In Corry, Pa., on 
Ricketts, aged thirty years. 
Rotitins.—In St. Paul, Minn., on 
Rollins, aged thirty-four years. 
STerry.—In New York, on 
aged seventy-two years. 
SmiTH.—In Louisville, Ky., 
Smith, aged seventy-six years. 
STEVENSON.—In Baltimore, Md., on Tuesday, 
liam H. Stevenson, aged seventy-nine years. 
Strott.—In Washington, D. C., on Sunday, May 10, George G. 
Strott, aged thirty-five 
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Greater New York. 


J. W. Millstone has opened a new store at Seventeenth ave- 
nue and Seventy-eight street, Brooklyn. 

John H. Barr, of Irvington, N. Y., is enjoying a week’s vaca- 
tion and rest from business cares in Atlantic City, N. J. 

W. K. McCracken, New York State representative of Lehn 
& Fink, visited the local offices of that house last week. 

George Mutter, head of the purchasing department of Parke, 
Davis & Co. in Detroit, visited the local offices of that firm 
last week. 

Charles Barton, of Philadelphia, secretary of the Powers- 
Weightman-Rosengarten Company visited the local offices of that 
corporation last week. 

Solomon Scheuer has purchased the stock and fixtures of the 
store formerly conducted at 951 Prospect avenue, Manhattan, 
by Hall & Pearson. 

James Sullard, of A. E. Sullard & Son, of Franklin, N. Y., 
called upon numerous friends in the local wholesale and manu- 
facturing drug trade last week. 

H. T. Jarrett, manager of the New York offices of the Mal- 
linckrodt Chemical Works, has returned from his trip to Hot 
Springs, Va., greatly improved in health. 

Mr. and Mrs. A. H. Evans, of Cincinnati, passed several 
days in New York recently, Mr. Evans having been in attend- 
ance during the sessions of the Proprietary Association meeting. 

Horace Gray Shaw, the veteran salesman of McKesson & 
Robbins in the New Jersey and Connecticut territories, is re- 
covering from a severe attack of herpes at his home in Newark, 
N. J. 

Clarence P. Smith, of C. B. Smith & Co., Newark, N. J., and 
wife, spent a day in Indianapolis, visiting the plant of Eli Lilly 
& Co. Mr. and Mrs. Smith were on their way East from an 
extended Western tour. 

The Wright Drug Company, of which John Wright is pro- 
prietor, has acquired and now is conducting the retail drug busi- 
ness formerly operated by McCarthy & Scott in the store at 1612 
Avenue C, Brooklyn. 

James C. Hicks has purchased the business formerly owned 
by Clarence S. Abrams and conducted by the latter under the 
name of the Parsons Pharmacy, in the Music Hall Building, at 
241 Main street, Orange, N. J. 

Hugh J. Martin has purchased the business, stock and fix- 
tures of the store at 447 Court street, Brooklyn, formerly con- 
ducted by H. A. Stutzlen. Mr. Stutzlen, however, continues to 
operate a store at 793 Bedford avenue. 

The explosion of a bomb placed in the hallway on the ground 
floor of a new five-story tenement house at 1145 First avenue 
on Sunday evening, May 17, wrecked the drug store of Vito 
Mirenda, as well as an undertaking shop conducted by Salamone 
& Salvia in the same building. 

Frederick M. Fisk, European manager of Parke, Davis & Co., 
with headquarters in London, who has been making a tour of 
the company’s home offices and branches in this country, re- 
turned to New York last Monday from a trip to Detroit and 
sailed for London last Saturday on the steamship St. Louis. 

Mrs. Pinkham, of Lynn, Mass., and her family, including her 
son and daughter, Arthur W. Pinkham and Miss Marion Pink- 
ham and the younger members of the family, sailed for Naples 
on May 20 for a three months’ tour through Europe, which will 
conclude with a visit to Ireland. 

An interesting discussion and consideration of the best means 
of buying drugs, proprietary and toilet articles and of meeting 
the competition of the large retail drug concerns and department 
stores constituted the principal features of the latest meeting 
of the Hudson River Pharmaceutical Association, held Tuesday 
evening, May 12, in the rooms of that organization in the Picken 
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3uilding, at St. Nicholas avenue and 125th street. W. H. Porr, 
president of the association, presided. 

Ungerer & Co., importers, manufacturers and dealers in essen- 
tial oils, of 273 Pearl street, have added a drug department to 
their business. Arthur C. Stallman, formerly an officer of the 
Stallman & Fulton Company, is the manager of the new branc! 
of the Ungerer business, which will comprise many of the crude 
drugs, gums, specialties and agency accounts formerly identified 
with the Stallman & Fulton Company. 

The N. Y. C. P. Alumni Outing will be held on Wednesday 
afternoon and evening, June 10, at Duer’s Pavilion, Whitestone 
Landing, N. Y. The grounds are beautifully situated on the wa 
ter, and are reached by trains from Long Island City. The 
attractions, consisting of prize bowling and shooting, boating, 
games, etc., are being arranged by a committee, of which Thomas 
M. Davies is chairman. Dinner, at $1, will be served at 6 p. m. 

Dr. J. B. McFatrich, president Murine Eye Remedy Company, 
Chicago, sailed for an extended tour of Europe on the togth, 
where the Doctor has planned an elaborate automobile tour in 
his own car through the Challet district of France, into Switzer- 
land, Italy, through Normandy, and finally to England, return- 
ing here October 1. The Dector will be accompanied by Mrs 
McFatrich, their daughter and son, and will be joined in Paris 
by their married daughter and son-in-law. 

Among foreign visitors to the New York wholesale and 
manufacturing drug and chemical trade during the last fortnight 
were: Frederick Mack, of Sento Domingo, W. I.; Reginald 
Porter and Alfred Lewisohn, of London; Gaston d’Hyvers, of 
Paris, France; V. Blagden and W. W. Donaldson, of London: 
A. H. Buenos, of Havana, Cuba; Scheimrath Marschall von 
Bieberstein, Herr Direktor E. Behre and F. Borgwardt, of 
Berlin, Ger.; B. Belowsky, of Grasse, France; M. M. Fergusson, 
of London, Eng.; Arthur Gilmore, of Berlin, Ger.; T. Stad- 
linger, of Glauben, Ger.; W. A. Tennant, of London, and T, S. 
Dutcher, of Amsterdam, Holland. 

Visitors to the local drug and chemical trade from cities 
and points far distant from New York included: Captain W. 
G. Cotter, of Golden Arrow, Nev.; S. L. Kline, of Cornwallis, 
Ore.; Horace Dutcher, of San Juan, Porto Rico; E. F. Rogers, 
of Portsmouth, N. H.; O. E. Euell, of Detroit; L. V. Shearer, 
of Denver, Col.; D. J. Medbery and Mrs. Medbery, of Detroit; 
A. J. R. Miller, of St. Louis; A. Daft, of Pittsburgh; Frank 
A. Keith, of Tonopah, Nev.; R. J. Ellsworth, of Chicago; A. 
R. Deacon, of St. Louis, Mo.; S. F. Kress and C. P. Morris, of 
Easton, Pa.; W. R. Alberger, of Los Angeles, Cal.; A. E. Whit- 
ing, of Cleveland, O.; R. D. Coughanow, jr., of Dallas, Tex.; 
Cs Smith, of Washington, D. C.; C. R. Richardson, of Bos- 
ton; W. H. Merrill and D. C. Wing, of Chicago; C. G. Mem- 
minger, of Florida; J. B. Tallman, of Chicago; G, P. Finnigan, 
of Richmond, Va.; A. V. Benedict, of Chicago, and Jeremiah 
Rogers, of Frankfort, Tex. 

Nowhere in the local drug and chemical trade is the advent 
of summer more clearly reflected than in the rooms of the Drug 
and Chemical Club of New York, on the fourteenth and fifteenth 
floors of the Woodbridge Building extension. The club has 
literally donned summer dress and offers a pleasing sight with 
its palms and wicker furnture, which have replaced the heavy 
leather chairs and couches in the reading and smoking rooms. 
Even the dining room and grill rooms have not been neglected 
in this metamorphosis, for, in addition to the cool-looking furni- 
ture, these rooms also have summer-clad waiters, dressed in white 
duck suits with brass buttons, bearing on their collars in red let- 
ters the initials “D. C. C.” Beginning with June and continuing 
until the end of August, the club rooms will be closed at 5 p. m. 
on every business day except Saturday. The closing hour on 
Saturdays will be 3p. m. The club authorities believe that it 
would be unwise to continue to serve dinner in the dining and 
grill rooms during the summer months, as most of the members 
will prefer to dine at their homes or at the beaches during the 
heated spell. 
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FIFTY-THREE OBTAIN PH. G.’S AT BROOKLYN 
COLLEGE COMMENCEMENT. 


Four Receive Phar. D.’s—Especially Interesting Musical Programme 
a Feature of the Exercises—Usual Prizes Awarded—Banquet of 
Alumni Association. 





Fifty-three graduates of the Brooklyn College of Pharmacy. 
one of them a handsome young woman, received the degree of 
Ph. G., and four postgraduate students, the degree of Phar. D., 
at the seventeenth annual commencement of that college, held last 
{thursday evening in the Baptist Temple at Third avenue and 
Schermerhorn street, Brooklyn. A remarkably interesting and 
entertaining musical programme, furnished by Signor Andre 
Sarto, of the Metropolitan Opera House, Marie Stoddart, Paul 
Dufault and Rose O’Brien, singers of great ability, and an excel- 
lent orchestra, helped to make the exercises the most delightful 
ever given by the college. 

The college gold medal, given for the highest percentage in all 
studies at the final examinations, was awarded to John G. Dann 
hardt; the silver medal, for the second highest percentage in the 
final examinations, went to Leibko Steinberg, and the bronze 
medal, for the third highest standing, was won by Morris Kal- 
manov. The Anderson medal, awarded to the student taking the 
highest stand for term work and final examination in pharmacy 
alone, was captured by Maurice Weiss, while the Alumni prize, 
given to the student with excellent averages in all studies who is 
not a winner of any other prize, was awarded to Louis C. Tarasch. 
[he postgraduate gold medal was won by Joseph S. Goldwag 
and the junior silver medal by Paul Rademacher. 

The senior class honor roll, containing the names of the stu- 
dents making an average of 90 per cent. or more in their final 
examinations and in the term’s work, consisted of Morduche 
Belocerkowsky, John Harold Clark, John G. Dannhardt, Aaron 
Josspa, Morris Kalmanov, Cornelius S. McCourt, Samuel Stein- 
berg, Louis C. Tarasch and Maurice Weiss. 

The junior class honor roll contained the following names: 
Elvira Kalkbrenner, Philip Barasch,-Israel Bass, Louis Barker, 
Meyer Briggin, Joe Cohen, Louis H. Goldstein, Alexander Halz- 
berg, Nathan Kantrowitz, Benjamin Karpman, Herman M. 
Knopf, Max Levy, Morris Lifschitz, Ralph P. Litchman, Boris 
Malisoff, Paul Rademacher, Zachary Sagalowitz Nathan 
Spector. 

The exercises began with the entrance of the graduating class, 
led by Jacob H. Rehfuss, president of the college, the faculty and 
The invocation was delivered by the Rev. Edward 
The degrees 


and 


trustees. 
Niles, of the Bushwick Congregational Church. 
were conferred and the diplomas presented by Dr. William C. 
Anderson, the dean of the college. J. Harold Clark then deliv- 
ered his valedictory address, and the Hon. Luke D. Stapleton, 
Justice of the Supreme Court, made an interesting address to 
the graduates, in which he told of the remarkable growth and 
work of the college and the excellent showing made by its grad- 
uates in the professional and business world. 

President Rehfuss awarded the college prizes and Dr. Thomas 
F. Raymow, president of the Alumni Association, presented the 
alumni prize. The honor rolls were read by Prof. Percival 
Lohness, secretary of the faculty. Distribution of the floral gifts 
and a selection by the orchestra concluded the exercises. 

Banquet of the Alumni. 

Following the commencement, the annual banquet of the 
Alumni Association was held in the Imperial, at Fulton street and 
Red Hook lane, Brooklyn. At this banquet, Dr. William H. Wey- 
gandt, first vice-president of the association, acted as toastmaster 
and called upon Dr. Raymow and Dr. Anderson for informal 
speeches. Following the dinner, dancing was indulged in until 
the wee sma’ hours of the morning. 

The following received the degree of Ph. G.: Anna L. James, 
Leon Baron, Solomon Baylinson, Morduche Belocerkowsky, 
Nathan Bram, August Baum, Henry Branower, John Braun- 
reuther, jr., Joseph A. Burgun, Jacob Chernigow, J. Harold 
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Clark, Julius Cohen, Louis Cooperman, Isidor Danchig, John G. 
Dannhardt, Samuel Elkin, Isaac Frank, Hyman Friedland, Harry 
A. Friefield, Joseph Halpern, Luther D. Hammond, Richard L. 
Heaslip, John T. Hendershot, John J. Hill, Isidor Hirscher, Alex- 
ander Jabrow, Aaron Josspa, Israel Jedekin, Morris Kalmanov, 
David Kogan, Srol Chaim Krulevetsky, Otto Lauer, Samuel P 
Lichtman, Cornelius S. McCourt, David Mayer, Philip Mininberg. 
Alexander Morganstern, Louis Peterfreund, Rubin Reitman, 
Abraham Rosenberg, Samuel Rubenstein, Charles R. Saladino, 
Samuel Sambur, Charles A. Simpson, Max Stone, Leibko Stein 
berg. Louis C. Tarasch, Michael Tolmach, Charles Turtz, Charles 
L. Webb, Maurice Weiss, Joseph Zweig and Samuel Tow. 

The four postgraduate students who received the degree of 
Phar. D. were Alfred S. Bayles, Joseph S. Goldwag, Mendel 
Greenberg and Grover A. Meyer. 


Local Members of A. D. S. Meet. 

The Greater New York members of the American Druggists’ 
Syndicate were in conference at the Park Avenue Hotel on 
Wednesday evening, May 13, and discussed the attitude of the 
manufacturers and wholesalers toward the syndicate. Although 
the members had been notified of the meeting only twenty-four 
hours in advance, the attendance was very gratifying to the man 
agers of the syndicate, about 150 retail pharmacists, proprietors 
of pharmacies in Manhattan, the Bronx, Queens and Brooklyn 
Boroughs, being present. President Otto G. 
Hottinger. G. W. Hackenberger, vice president, presided, and 
reading a statement reviewing the 


In the absence of 


opened the proceedings by 
progress of the syndicate, which now numbers 7,000 members, 
which it was hoped would soon be raised to 20,000, the goal of 
the officers’ endeavors. The meeting was a very enthusiastic one 
and the loyalty of the members toward the officers and espe 
cially toward Secretary C. H. Goddard was expressed in a way 
that could not be misunderstood. Ample testimony was made 
to the worth of his services to the members, Mr. Hackenberger 
saying that he was the rock on which the syndicate stood. It 
was a pleasant experience for the representative of the AMERICAN 
DruGGIsT to meet so many of the representatives of pharmacy 
in this city who have always been prominent and influential in 
association work, in one connection or another. The principal 
obiect of the meeting seemed to be to acquaint the members 
with the position of the manufacturers and wholesalers with 
regard to sales to the syndicate at best quantity terms. In talks 
by Mr, Goddard and others the decision was expressed that for 
every single article of proprietary manufacture that was dropped 
for any reason, two would be added. The difference between 
the American Druggists’ Syndicate and the various buying asso- 
ciations was declared in the statement that the former is a na 
tional organization having a larger membership than all the buy 
ing clubs put together. While the buying clubs had been caused 
a good deal of annoyance and inconvenience by the attitude of 
the representative of the wholesalers toward them, it was noted 
that these clubs were all in a flourishing condition. It was an- 
nounced that the syndicate proposed to handle a line of pure 
drugs and chemicals which would be supplied to the members at 
best prices, the following items being instanced: Merck’s sugar 
of milk, 1 lb., 17’%4c; sodium phosphate, guaranteed chem. pur., I 


Ib, 71%4c; boric acid, 1 Ib, 1134c; carbolic acid, 1 1b., 19%c; 
cream of tartar, 1 Ib., 27!4c; cacao butter, 1 lb., 42c; gum cam- 
phor, in ounces, 1 Ib., 57c; adeps lanae, hydrous, U. S. P., 1 Ib. 


tins, 14c; bulk, 12c; anhydrous, 1 lb., 18c; bulk, 16c; olive oil, 
best 3 star French, at import price, or $6.50 per doz. Boxes of 
sponges divided into compartments holding different sizes and 
priced sponges were on exhibition, and the prices of these were 
stated to be much below the prices ordinarily charged by the 
wholesale trade. 

The meeting was held in the assembly room of the hotel, and 
the members were seated at round tables, which were kept lib- 
erally supplied with sandwiches and various drinks from the time 
the meeting started at 9 o’clock p. m. until after midnight. 
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Alleges a Mistake in a Prescription. 


The proprietor of the Owl Drug Store, at Sixth avenue and 
Twenty-sixth street, has been held by the coroner to await an 
inquest on the remains of Eduardo Eraso, a South American coffee 
planter, who it is alleged was poisoned by the inadvertent substi- 
tution of atropine sulphate for sparteine sulphate in a prescription. 
The prescription called for sparteine sulphate, Gm. 0.03 dissolved 
in distilled water, Cc. 150.00, and it is charged that the prescription 
clerk made the fatal mistake of dispensing atropine for sparteine. 
Sefior Eraso was taken ill after the first dose of the medicine, and 
returned to the pharmacy to see if a mistake had been made, and 
was told that everything was all right. He died after he reached 
his apartments in the Victoria Hotel, at Broadway and Twenty- 
seventh street, where he was staying with his wife and family. 
Morris Schwarz, the proprietor of the Owl Drug Store, has been 
held by the police for the coroner’s inquest, which sits today. 


Convicted and Sentenced for Selling Cocaine. 


Edward Santagata, a drug clerk in the store at 71 Mott street, 
who was arrested two months ago on a charge of selling cocaine 
without a prescription, upon evidence supplied by the New York 
City Department of Health, was convicted and sentenced by 
Judge Malone in General Sessions, on May 18, to one year in 
the penitentiary and also fined $1,000. Santagata was arrested on 
March 21 by officers of the Health Department for having sold 
cocaine without a prescription to Arthur Haywood, of 7 Pell 
street, who later escaped from the House of Detention, in Mul- 
berry street. Haywood, however, subsequently testified before 
the grand jury and in General Sessions. 

In imposing sentence Judge Malone announced that in future 
he intended to be even more severe with violators of the city and 
state cocaine laws. 


Drug Trade Outing, Saturday, June 27, 1908. 


Members of the New York drug trade are requested to keep 
the above date open to participate in the outing of the Wholesale 
Drug Trade Bowling Association of New York, which has been 
arranged for Saturday afternoon and evening, June 27, at Don- 
nelly’s, College Point, L. I. The outing has been arranged as 
the fitting sequel of a very successful season among the drug 
trade bowlers and as an occasion of general jollification for the 
non-bowlers as well. An extensive athletic program, including 
baseball, track events and bowling, has been arranged by the com- 
mittee, with suitable prizes for the respective events. Dinner will 
be served at 6 p. m. 

This outing bids fair to exceed in general interest and enthusi- 
asm the many successful outings which the association has had 
in previous years. The committee in charge of the outing con- 
sists of Matthew Judge, of Seabury & Johnson; W. J. Carr, of 
Parke, Davis & Co., and W. Malsch, of Roessler & Hasslacher 
Chemical Company, and they extend a cordial invitation to the 
members of the local retail, wholesale and manufacturing inter- 
ests in the Drug Trade to join in the merriment. Tickets will 
be $1.50, including dinner. 


Corks to Be Marketed by the Thousand Instead of 
by the Gross. 


After Monday, May 25. a new method of marketing corks 
will be adopted by the cork cutters of the United States, when 
corks will be sold by the thousand instead of by the gross. John 
Robinson, of the Armstrong Cork Company, New York and 
Pittsburgh, talked of the innovation to a representative of the 
AMERICAN Druccist last week. He said the change would go 
into general effect throughout the United States and dealers in 
the West have been already notified. Owing to a delay on the 
part of the printers, cork dealers and consumers in the territory 
east of Pittsburgh will not receive notification of the change 
until this week. Mr. Robinson said that the change in the 
method of packing would not affect the prices, the net prices 
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remaining the same, and any variations in the schedule made 
necessary by the change of quantities would be regulated by the 
discounts. 


UP STATE NEWS. 


One of the quietest institutions in the country is the Erie 
County Pharmaceutical Association’ It used to be the idea that 
the body was mostly a watch dog that was active only when 
there was some special need of putting the armor on, and when 
it was inactive it was a signal that all was serene. It has done 
good work often and it may do something again, but it has let 
a few good chances for good work go over not long ago, one 
of them being, in the opinion of certain members of the city 
trade, the failure to kick about the liquor license. 

There is an effort to give up the liquor license as far as pos- 
sible in the city drug store, not because of the $7.50 fee, but on 
account of the $10 that the combine has charged for the bond, 
and that only till October. It is said that if the Pharmaceutical 
Association had taken the matter up it could have made it appear 
that the bonding companies were acting against the interest of 
business. 

So when the association called a meeting the other day, it was 
not to make war on anything in particular, but merely to take 
the proper legal steps for the election of a member of the State 
Board of Pharmacy to take the place of George Reimann, an- 
nouncing that the election will take place at the College of 
Pharmacy at 2 p. m. on the 3d of June. There is no report of 
opposition to his re-election, and he will no doubt be returned 
again. 

Salutary Effect of the Carbolic and Cocaine Laws. 

It has been said lately by as good an authority as Governor 
Hughes that laws cannot be expected to make people moral, 
but there should be no laws that exert an influence to make them 
immoral. Still, it may fairly be said that the ordinance against 
carbolic acid and the state law against cocaine selling without 
certain restrictions have made a big difference in the use of both 
drugs. The city papers used to be full of reports of suicide with 
carbolic acid, but they now report no such cases, and druggists 
who used to be pestered by cocaine fiends say they have dropped 
off and disappeared. These abuses may yet crop out in other 
forms—and they may not, so the experiment was well worth 
trying. 

Licensed by the Western Branch. 

The following were granted licenses by the Western Branch 
of the New York State Board of Pharmacy at the examination 
held Aprii 15, 1908: 

Pharmacists.—Robert L. Budlong, Buffalo; John Calhoun, 
Sherman; George H. Grimes, Horseheads; George H. Kopf, 
North Tonawanda; Richard W. Wright, Buffalo. 

Druggists.—Fred H. Barber, Buffalo; Charles A. Bement, 
Buffalo; John P. Boyle, Buffalo; Jessie Cottrill, Arcade; Robert 
J. Coulson, Buffalo; Allan J. Dash, Jamestown; Archie J. Dodge, 
Lockport: John D. France, Buffalo; Leo E. Frey, Buffalo; Ray- 
mond Greeley, Buffalo; Royal T. Gulley, Gowanda; Harry W. 
Hubbard, Silver Springs; Edwin K. Maurice, Buffalo; John F. 
O’Brien, Buffalo; Arthur W. Peters, North Tonawanda; Fred C 
Purcell, Ellington; Michael Strozzi, Buffalo; Ford Lysander 
White, Buffalo.. 

Registered in the Middle Section. 

At the examination conducted by the Middle Branch of the 
State Board of Pharmacy on April 15, the following candidates 
for registration were successful : 

Pharmacists.—Joseph A. Babcock, Greenwich; John N. Bolt, 
Albany; Charles R. Carey, Stockbridge, Mass.; George M. Car- 
ney. Ilion; Clifford E. Hewitt, Hoosick Falls; Leon A. Lines, 
Homer; Daniel F. Rasbach, Mohawk; Herbert C. W. Retallick, 
Rochester; Harley R. Streeter, Fair Haven, Vt.; Worden J. 
Thyne, Johnstown; Raoul Jean Baptiste Vezina, Springfield, 
Mass.; Frank S. Visscher, Troy; Ernest W. Wells, Scotio. 
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PHILADELPHIA C. P. GRADUATES LARGE CLASS. 





Diplomas Awarded to 340 of a Class of 146—Membership List of 
the Alumni Association Swelled by New Graduates. 





(By our Regular Correspondent.) 

Philadelphia, May 19.—The final examinations of the graduat- 
ing class of the Philadelphia College of Pharmacy are over and 
140 of the 146 members of the class are very happy. The un- 
fortunate six hope for better luck next time. The graduates, 
including two ladies, will hold their commencement exercises in 
the Academy of Music on Thursday evening of this week, when 
they will receive their diplomas and listen to addresses, the prin- 
cipal one being by the Hon. Ralph D. Cole, a member of Con- 
gress from Ohio. 


Made Members of the Alumni Association. 

The graduates were admitted to fellowship in the College 
of Pharmacy Alumni Association at the annual meeting of that 
organization on Monday, increasing its membership to 725. The 
officers elected were: FE. Fullerton Cook, president; Clarence 
H. Campbell, first vice-president; David J. Reese, second vice- 
president; Joseph W. England, recording secretary; Otto W. 
Osterlund, corresponding secretary; C. Carroll Meyer, treas- 
urer, and E. L. Newcomb, J. M. Baer, W. E. Lee, Dr. H. A. 
Heinberg, C. S. Cameron and W. H. Coley, members of the 
Executive Board. 

The reception given at the college in the evening to the gradu- 
ating class was attended by many prominent out-of-town mem- 
bers, and addresses were made by Charles H. Lawall, the re- 
tiring president of the association, and by Dr. Clement B. Lowe, 
a member of the faculty. 

The Award of Prizes. 

Not the least interesting feature of the occasion was the 
award of prizes to the students who excelled in the various 
branches of the course. The prize winners were: Ralph Welden, 
T. C. Ladokis, Oscar A. Delle, T. D. Laws, Edward Sweeney, 
Allen C. Keim and J. W. Brook. Thé award of prizes was fol- 
lowed by a dance. 

Fear Politics in State Board. 

Not a little uneasiness has been aroused among the phar- 
macists and physicians of the city and state on account of the 
attempt of powerful political interests to secure the place on the 
State Board of Pharmaceutical Examiners which will be vacant 
the latter part of June when the term of William L. Cliffe, of 
this city, expires. Mr. Cliffe is treasurer of the Board and has 
been endorsed for reappointment by the Western Pennsylvania 
Retail Druggists’ Association, the Dauphin County Pharmaceu- 
tical Association, the Philadelphia Association of Retail Drug- 
gists and other organizations throughout the state. It is said 
that in a recent examination an applicant from this -city passed 
the tests successfully, but failed to satisfy the requirements as to 
experience. He put the matter in the hands of an attorney in 
this city, who is a member of the Legislature as well as a promi- 
nent Republican politician. But even his arguments and influence 
have thus far proved unavailing against the standards laid down 
by the Board. 

Now that politician threatens to write to every member of the 
legislature and to use other influence in an effort to prevent the 
reappointment of Mr. Cliffe. It is understood that another will 
secure the place who will not let standards and the public 
health stand in the way of obeying orders. The State Board of 
Pharmaceutical Examiners has always been free from political 
domination, and the result is that never in the history are the 
laws pertaining to pharmacy more rigidly observed. Coming at 
a time when physicians and pharmacists all over the country are 
agitating in favor of higher standards, this threatened obstacle 
is regarded with alarm by both callings. Delegations have al- 
ready visited Harrisburg in the interests of Mr. Cliffe, and it 
is expected that the matter will again be taken up with Gover- 
nor Stuart. 
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NEWS OF THE TRADE IN PHILADELPHIA. 

Jacob Epstein, who has conducted a drug store for years 
at Fifth and Spruce streets, has disposed of the business to M. 
B. Stoloff. Mr. Epstein has recently lost his wife by death and 
will return to Germany with his family, making that country his 
permanent home. 

Another well known druggist who has recenlty suffered be- 
reavement is B. H. Ross, of Almond and Morris street, whose 
daughter has recently died. His friends and the trade in general 
extend heartfelt condolences, as they do also to John J. Bender, 
of Thirteenth and Wharton streets, whose only son has died 
within a few days of pneumonia. 

S. S. Hennessy has sold his drug store at Twenty-fifth and 
Brown streets to M. F. Snyder. Mr. Hennessy takes a responsi- 
ble position with Charles Leedom, 1403 Filbert street. 

Leedom & Wissler have bought the store of H. H. Meutzer, 
Pulaski and Chelten avenues, Mr. Meutzer re- 
tains his interest in the drug store at Broad street and Girard 


Germantown. 


avenue, conducted under the name of Meutzer & Hensel, but 
will move to Carlisle, Pa., shortly, which was his former home, 
retiring from active business. 


MASSACHUSETTS COLLEGE GRADUATING EXERCISES. 





New Doctors of Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical Chemists. 





3oston, May 20.—The closing exercises for the class of 1908, 
Massachusetts College of Pharmacy, began on the evening of 
May 13, when the members of the class tendered their friends a 
reception and dance at Copley Hall. Music was provided for the 
evening by an orchestra and refreshments were served during 
the intermission. The hall decorations were excellent and the 
work was done under the supervision of a committee composed 
of A. C. Wagner, John Sawtelle and James H. Lalor. The other 
committees were as follows: Executive committee, William A. 
Pitcher, Arthur G. Spear and Earle D. Sperry; floor committee, 
William A. Pitcher, George A, St. Martin, Harry L. Hussey, 
Arthur M. Alley, Daniel Reidy, Jr. and Arthur G. Spear; 
committee of arrangements, Harry L. Hussey, George A. St. 
Martin and Arthur F. Loomis. The affair reflected much credit 
upon all of those connected with its management. 

On the afternoon of May 14, the class exercises were held at 
the college building. The address of welcome was by William A. 
Pitcher; the ciass history, by Horace I’. Ryder; the class will, 
by Sidney O. Barnstead; the class prophecy, by Arthur C. 
Wagner; the class poem, by Mary L. Doherty, and the farewell 
address, by James H. Lalor. The graduating exercises followed. 
First there was an address by the Rev. Charles L. Page, and 
then the calling of the roll by Secretary George E. Coleman, and 
the conferring of the degrees by President Irvigg P. Gammon. 

The following received the degree of Doctor of Pharmacy: 
Arthur M. Alley, Sidney O. Barnstead, E. O. Bemis, Albert W. 
Colwill, Ralph A. Currier, Hilda M. Dawson, Grace W. Frost, 
Howard P. Greenwood, Arthur F. Loomis, William C. Moulton, 
Daniel L. Philoon, B. S.; William A. Pitcher, John J. Rourke, 
John B. Sawtelle, Peter J. Sullivan. 

The following received the degree of Pharmaceutical Chemist: 
Mary L. Doherty, James H. Lalor, Horace F. Ryder, Arthur G. 
Spear, Arthur C. Wagner, Benjamin P. Waters. 

On the evening of May 14, the Alumni Association of the 
M. C. P. held its annual banquet complimentary to the graduating 
Every member of the class was in attendance and nearly 
Presi- 


class. 
100, including members and guests, partook of the dinner. 
Burroughs was master of ceremonies and the 
first speaker. He was followed by Rabbi Charles Fleischer, 
who gave an address on “Fraternalism.” There were also ad- 
dresses by Hon. John N. Cole, Rev. Charles L. Page and William 
A. Pitcher, Pharm. D., president of the class of ’08. During 
the evening there were solos by Messrs. Fred P. Wright, J. F. C. 
With, T. C. Ryan and J. M. O’Brien. 


dent George L. 
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ILLINOIS PHARMACY LAW TO BE AMENDED. 


Legislative Matters Receiving Increased Attention—Activity of the 
Chicago Retail Druggists’ Association— Pharmacists in Politics 
—Text of the Changes in the Pharmacy Law Sought by 
Chicago Druggists. 


(By our Regular Correspondent.) 

Chicago, May 20.—Important changes in the Illinois phar- 
macy law were outlined at a meeting of the Executive Com- 
mittee of the Chicago Retail Druggists’ Association on May 12. 
Legislative matters are receiving considerable attention from 
local druggists at the present time. The friends of James M. 
Wells are urging him to become a candidate for representative 
from the Evanston district, and his name will doutbless be sub- 
mitted to the Republican voters at the primaries on August 8. 
A nomination in that district means an election. It is under- 
stood that other druggists may make the race in their respective 
districts, but no formal announcements have been made as yet. 


Proposed Amendments to the Pharmacy Law. 


A committee of the C. R. D. A. will go to the convention of 
the Illinois Pharmaceutical Association at Peoria, June 9 to 11, 
and endeavor to secure the endorsement of the association for 
the certain proposed amendments to the pharmacy law: 

A change in the Illinois pharmacy law that would greatly sim- 
plify the help problem in Chicago would be the entire abolishing 
of the registration of apprentices. This registration of the lower 
forms of help has never been strictly adhered to, largely because 
when engaged the proprietor is undetermined for the first few 
months whether the boy is of the right kind of material. 


ITEMS OF NEWS. 


B. T. Van Allen, late of C. F. Boehringer & Soehne, will 
hereafter represent the house of Merck & Co. Mr. Van Allen 
was with Schieffelin & Co. twenty-one years, and has a large 
following in the West. 

J. Ellwood Lee & Co. have moved from their old location 
on Randolph street to the new Drug Club building, 120 Franklin 
street. The popular managers, Alexander Harris and George 
Wright, have built up a large following, and this move into 
larger quarters was forced upon them. 

R. A. Hevenor, branch manager for Eli Lilly & Co., of Indian- 
apolis, has just spent two weeks in the Hoosier city with his 
chief, mapping out his summer campaign. 

The first meal was served in the new home of the Chicago 
Drug Trade Club recently. The building has been leased for five 
vears, and is now the smartest business men’s lunch club in the 
city of Chicago. President James A. Bartlett, O. T. Eastman, 
A. E. Remick and V. C. Barber have worked hard to bring this 
about and have been untiring in their efforts to provide com- 
fortable quarters for the club. Eighteen new members were 
taken in by the board of directors last week, and the financial 
affairs of the club are now on a very sound basis. 

R. A, Walker, manager. of the Chicago branch of the Puffer 
Manufacturing Company, has just returned from a successful trip 
in Ohio, Indiana and Kentucky. He says he sold a number of 
fountains and that this will be his banner year in the soda foun- 
tain business. 

James W. Morrisson, president of Morrisson, Plummer & 
Co., recently purchased a six cylinder Rambler and left Sunday, 
May 3, for his country home at Richmond, Ind. 

The University of Illinois School of Pharmacy graduated 
fifty students this year. Degrees were granted thirty-four, and 
the remainder received certificates stating that they had finished 
the regular course. Two of the fifty were women. 

At the meeting of the Illinois State Board of Pharmacy, held 
here late in April, eighteen of sixty-three applicants for regis- 
tered pharmacists passed successful examinations. 

Doctors and druggists of the Aux Plains district held a suc- 
cessful Get Together meeting April 24, in the Maywood. 


PHARMACEUTICAL RECORD. 
HOW TO MAKE THE DRUG STORE PAY. 


Profession Versus Trade—You Cannot Make a Living From Pre- 
scriptions Alone—The Pharmacists’ Attainments Not Appre- 
ciated—Maryland Board Election and Pass List—H. Lionpl 
Meredith Reappointed. 


(From our Regular Correspondent.) 

Baltimore, May 20.—That much debated question, the com- 
mercialization of pharmacy, continues to occupy a place upper 
most in the minds of Baltimore druggists, and the discussion 
shows no signs of abatement. On one side are those who con 
tend for higher standards and an advanced conception of pro 
fessional ethics, who take the ground that druggists should limit 
themselves to sick room and hospital supplies, while on the other 
stand the by far greater number, who complain that ethical phar 
macy will not yield them a living and that they are driven b 
necessity to augment their income by the sale of numerous arti 
cles which do not properly belong to the stock of a drug store, 
in the narrow sense of the term. This class say that they must 
sell cigars, soda water, fancy wares and novelties, or go out of 
business, and that even with such aid it is difficult to earn a 
livelihood, an argument that is not infrequently answered by 
the supporters of strictly ethical pharmacy with the remark 
that there are too many drug stores and that it would be better 
for the status of the profession if the number were reduced. 


Maryland Board of Pharmacy Elects Officers. 

The appointment of H. Lionel Meredith, of Hagerstown, Md., 
for another term of five years as a member of the State Board 
of Pharmacy was followed by the annual meeting and election 
of officers of the board. William C. Powell, of Snow Hill, was 
chosen president; Ephraim Bacon, of Roland Park, Baltimore 
County, secretary, and John A. Davis, of Baltimore, treasurer. 
The last two are reelections, Messrs. Bacon and Davis having 
served in the respective capacities last year. Mr. Powell succeeds 
Mr. Meredith as president. He has served one term before, 
is a native of the Eastern Shore and comes of a family promi- 
nent in the drug trade. Mr. Cottingham, an uncle, founded the 
firm of Cottingham & Co., of which his father also became a 
member, and the new head of the State Board is likewise a part- 
ner. He is about forty vears old, married, and a graduate of 
the Maryland College of Pharmacy. As a member of the Mary- 
land Pharmaceutical Association he has taken a prominent part 
in shaping drug legislation. A committee consisting of Messrs. 
Powell, Meredith and Louis Schulze was appointed to secure per- 
manent quarters for the sessions of the board. The latter pre- 
fers the State House at Annapolis, and will endeavor to secure 
rooms in which laboratory apparatus can be set up for use in 
the examinations of the candidates for registration as pharma- 
cists and competent assistants. If no room is available at the 
State House, quarters will be obtained in Baltimore. These 
examinations used to be held in the Maryland College of Phar- 
macy, but since the amalgamation of that institution with the 
University of Maryland it has not always been possible to get the 
use of the laboratory. 

At the recent examination of candidates for registration, 
forty-one applicants appeared to take the test and seventeen 
failed, mostly men from other states and without a college of 
pharmacy training. The successful candidates were: 

Pharmacists.—Herman F. Hancock, Frank L. A. Haelbig, Wil- 
liam H. Kratz, W. S. Kammer, W. E. Borcherding, Maysville; 
Jane Freeman, Clemens A. Balmert, Maurice I. Parcelhoff, M. L. 
Blocher, William Webster Seward, Charles Gwinn, Carson 
Frailey, all of Baltimore; Walter B. Bellis, Laurel; Stephen- 
son, Arlington; Emory G. Helm, Ellicott City, and James G. 
Dickinson, Berlin. 

Assistants.—Frederick Fehler, Oscar Farlow, W. Harry 
Smith, Harold Swartz, Charles G. Wheeler, Alexander D. 
Walker and Robert W. Wilson, of Baltimore, and Mr. Deatel 
hauser, of Cumberland, Md. 
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THE DRUG AND CHEMICAL MARKET 


The prices quoted in this report are those current in the wholesale market, and higher prices are paid for 





retail lots. 





The quality of goods freq 


tly itates a wide range of prices. 





Condition of Trade 


New York, May 23, 1908. 

The drug and chemical market has shown more animation 
during the past fortnight, importers as well as jobbers being 
favored with a liberal number of orders, and, as compared with 
the corresponding period of the previous month, conditions show 
an improvement, though the proportions of individual selections 
are not much above the average of previous reports. Keen com- 
petition continues to prevail in a few lines, and camphor is unset- 
tled owing to this factor, the tendency of values being downward 
at further recent declines. Advices from Turkey have lent an 
easier tone to the opium market and sales are reported at conces- 
sions from quoted figures. Quinine has remained quiet without 
change of consequence in any direction, the business being wholly 
along routine lines at unchanged prices, despite slightly lower 
values realized at the Java sale and the fact that the offerings at 
the Amsterdam bark auction on the 15th inst. were withdrawn, 
no sale being held. Among the balsams, copaiba, fir and Peru are 
in upward tendency and the market is maintained firmly at recent 
advances, fir being noticeably strong owing to the limited avail- 
able supply, which is closely concentrated. Barks, roots and 
herbs do not gain in strength and a revision of quotations shows 
a lower range on several botanic products. The demand for the 
principal narcotic drugs, especially morphine and cocaine, has 
fallen off considerably of late, owing to the enactment and en- 
forcement in many states of special antinarcotic laws bearing on 
the sale of these products by prescription and otherwise. If the 
slight improvement in business conditions noted above continues 
a good summer trade should be experienced in all lines. It is 
gratifying at least to note the hopeful tone of the trade, the out- 
look being regarded as favorable for the return of prosperous 
conditions, 


HIGHER. LOWER. 
Balsam fir, Canada, Camphor, 
Balsam copaiba, Opium, 
Balsam Peru, Glycerin, 
Citronelia oil, Aloes, 
Bergamot oil, Thymol, 
Arnica flowers, Menthol, 


Lemon oil, 

Orange oil, sweet, 
Peppermint oil, 
Wormseed oil, 
Cassia oil, 

Lavender oil, 
Haarlem oil, 

Cacao butter, 

Balm of Gilead buds, 
Burdock rceot, 
Dandelion root 
Rhubarb root, 

Celery seed, 

Saffron, American, 
Culvers root, 

Ginger root, 

Jalap root, 

Cubeb berries, 
Decorticated cardamoms, 
Oxalic acid. 


Soap bark. 

Guarana, 

Orris root, 

Lovage root, 
Potassium bicarbonate. 


Drugs. 


Arnica flowers are maintained in steady position owing to 
slight stocks, and for the better grades of genuine 11'4c is an 
inside quotation, with up to 13c named as to quality and quantity. 

Balm of Gilead buds are in easier tendency, owing to the 


absence of demand, and quotations show a reduction to. 28 to 30c. 
Balsam copaiba, South American, has been in active moderate 


demand, most of the inquiry being for jobbing lots, and the 
market is maintained in firm position at 50 to 55c; Para is 
equally firm at goc to $1, as to quality and quantity. 

Balsam fir, Canada, has gained additional strength since our 
last, the market being higher and in upward tendency, owing 
to light stocks; sales at $5 to $5.25. Oregon is quiet and nomi- 
nally unchanged at $1.20 to $1.25. 

Balsam Peru is maintained steadily at $1.65 to $1.70, though 
the demand continues unimportant. 

Balsam tolu continues very dull, the consumption of the 
article having fallen off considerably of late, and this, coupled 
with recent arrivals, has induced local dealers to shade quota- 
tions to the range of 21 to 22c, as to quantity. 

Barks.—Cottonroot is offered more freely, but the range re- 
Cramp is well sustained in the absence of 
Cascara sagrada has continued 


mains at 7 to 7c. 
important demand at 5% to 6c. 
inactive, but there appears no urgency to realize at any lower 
prices than 7 to 8c. Wild cherry is in quiet demand and fairly 
steady at 6 to 9c. Soap continues scarce and wanted, and recent 
sales of the limited available stock were at 8'%4 to 834c for cut, 
with up to 9!4c asked and paid in instances for crushed. 

Buchu leaves continue in moderate jobbing demand, and the 
market is steady at 20c to 25c for desirable grades of short. 

Calendula flowers, German, are in rather light supply, and 
holders are firm in their views, at 55 to 60c. 

Chamomile flowers, German, have sold more freely during the 
interval, and former quotations are steadily maintained; sales 
at 20 to 22c, as to quality. 

Cannabis indica tops are firmly maintained in the face of light 
stocks, and quotations do not vary from $1.15 to $1.35, as to 
quality and quantity. 

Cacao butter is in rather better supply, but the demand con 
tinues unimportant, only small jobbing sales being reported at 
the range of 3334 to 35c for bulk and 42 to 50c for 12 pound 
boxes. 

Cassia buds are held with increased 
scarcity, and recent sales were at 22c, which is now an inside 
quotation. 

Colocynth apples are not inquired for to any extent, and quo- 
tations are largely nominal, with nothing offering at under 21 
to 23c for Trieste and 18c to 20c for Spanish, as to quality and 
quantity. 

Cubeb berries have dropped a notch or two in the interval, 
and holders appear more free to offer on the basis of 13% to 
16c, according to grade, quantity and holder. Powdered is held 
and selling at 18 to 2oc. 

Codliver oil is dull and neglected at the moment, and values 
are easier under the influence of reports from the fisheries. The 
quotations rang from $19 to $25, as to brand and quantity. 

Damiana leaves are in unchanged position at former quota- 
tions, or, say, 8 to 9!4c, with jobbing sales reported. 

Ergot is attracting a limited amount of attention only, but 
values are fairly steady at the previous range of 21 to 22c for 
Russian and 29 to 30c for Spanish. 

Glycerin is dull and the market has a tame appearance at a 
further slight reduction in price, C. P. being now quoted on the 
basis of 1334 to 14c for bulk in drums or barrels and at 14% 
to 1§c in cans. 

Grindelia robusta is not taken with any spirit, and holders 
are offering more freely at a decline to 5!%4 to 6c. 

Guarana is in light supply and wanted; for the limited avail- 
able stock holders have advanced the limit to $2.50, with some 
even naming $2.75. 

Haarlem oil is meeting with a limited demand only. the in- 


firmness, Owing to 





302 AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND 
quiry being for small jobbing lots, which are held at $2 to $2.25, 
according to seller and style of container. 

Juniper berries are slow of sale and with large stocks avail- 
able holders are easier in their views at 234 to 3c. 

Lycopodium has ruled quiet during the interval, but holders 
show no disposition to urge sales by price concessions, and quo- 
tations are maintained at 3814 to 39c for unlabeled and 4Ic for 
Pollitz. 

Menthol continues dull and inactive, and holders are offering 
more. freely at the inside quotation of $1.90. 

Opium has developed little of new interest either as regards 
price or demand during the interval since our last report. The 
demand continues very light, purchasers limiting their orders to 
actual consuming requirements. It is well known, however, that 
spot stocks are not very heavy, and while $4.50 is named in some 
quarters for cases, others are holding out for $4.55, and broken 
lots are held at the wider range of $4.55 to $4.60, the inside figure 
being for lots of 50 pounds. Powdered is taken in a limited job- 
bing way only, sales being made on the basis of $5.15 to $5.20, as 
to seller and size of order. 

Pichi tops are in better supply and quotations are somewhat 
irregular, the wide range of 10 to 18c being quoted. 

Quinine has not changed in any material way since our last, 
and manufacturers’ prices are unaltered, 16c being the basis for 
bulk in 100 ounce lots, at which figure second hands are quoting 
German, of which little outside stock is available. Java and Am- 
sterdam are held and selling at 15 to 15'%c. 

Saffron continues to reflect a falling market, there being little 
demand to speak of at the new low range of 15 to 17%c, as to 
quality and quantity. 

Tinnevelly senna leaves continue in request, and values are 
well sustained at 7 to 9c. 

Vanilla beans are jobbing fairly within the range of $4 to 
$5.50 for whole Mexican, $3.75 to $4 for cut, $3 to $3.75 for 
whole and $2.75 to $3 for cut Bourbon. 

Vanillin is in steady moderate request and the market appears 
firm at 32 to 36c. 

Wax, bayberry, is slow of sale and nominally unchanged at 
18 to 22c. Bees is in good demand and firm at 32 to 33c for 
ordinary pure and 34 to 36c for selected. Brazil is slow of sale, 
but the tone of the market is fairly steady, with dealers quot- 
ing No. I at 30 to 3Ic and No. 2 at 25 to 25%c. Japan is weak 
and lower under selling pressure and sales at the close were at 
1ol4{ to rol". 


Chemicals. 


Arsenic is barely steady, but the general impression is that 
prices have gone as low as they are likely to. Meanwhile sales 
are making at 4 to 5c. 

Bicarbonate of potash is in improved demand and values are 
tending upward, with quotations already advanced to 8% to 9c. 

Bleaching powder is selling freely on contract orders, and 
there is a good demand for spot goods, with sales reported at 
1.20 to I.25c, according to quantity. 

Blue vitriol has eased off a trifle in the interval, with sellers 
quoting 45% to 47%c, as to quantity; demand is slow. 

Citric acid is meeting with increased inquiry as the season 
advances, and quotations are steadily maintained on the basis 
of 36 to 36%c for barrels and kegs. 

Cream of tartar has not varied from 2234 to 23%c for crystals 
and 23 to 23%c for powdered, with a moderate business reported 
at this range. 

Oxalic acid is in better supply, and this, coupled with a slack- 
ening demand, has influenced holders to offer more freely at a 
reduction to 6% to 7c. 

Quicksilver reflects conditions at primary sources, and the 
price for flasks in lots of 100 has declined to 50c, but jobbing 
quotations are unchanged at 61 to 63c. 


Tartaric acid has been in good request, especially in a jobbing 
way, and we hear of numerous sales at 2734 to 28'%c for crys- 
tals and 28 to 28%c for powdered. 
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Essential Oils. 

Bergamot is held with increased firmness, and $3 to $3.10 is 
quoted by some holders, though there are offerings at $2.90. 

Cassia has developed some weakness, and we note a further 
reduction in quotations to $1.10 to $1.20 for 75 to 80 percent, and 
$1.15 to $1.25 for 80 to 85 percent., according to quantity and 
seller. : 

Citronella is in upward tendency, in sympathy with conditions 
at primary sources, and drums are held in some quarters at 27¢, 
though there are sellers at the former figure of 26c. 

Lemon is taken in an indifferent manner by the trade, and the 
tendency of the market appears to favor buyers, recent sales 
being at a decline to 90c to $1.10. 

Orange, sweet, in sympathy with other Messina essences, has 
developed some weakness, with offerings now at $2 to $2.25. 

Peppermint remains in the same dull and uninteresting posi- 
tion, and holders show more disposition to increase the distri- 
bution by shading prices, the undertone of the market being 
easy at $1.55 to $1.60. 

Spearmint continues scarce and wanted, with former quota- 
tions of $7.50 to $8 well maintained. 

Wormseed is pressing for sale, and some weakness has devel- 
oped, with supplies offering at $1.60 to $1.70. 

Gums. 

Camphor is about the only item in the list of druggists’ gums 
that is attracting special attention at the moment. Additional 
price fluctuations were recorded during the week, and barrels 
are now quoted at the lower figure of 52c, leaving the market 
irregular and unsettled; in cases, 4 oz. squares are quoted at 
53c. Aloes, Curacao, are in better supply, and offer more freely 
at 634 to 8c. Arabic, sorts, are steady and in moderate demand 
at previous quotations, ranging from 8c for amber, up to I5c 
for choice white. 

Roots. 

Blood has eased off a trifle in the interval in the absence of 
important demand, and we hear of sales at 8 to gc. 

Blue lag has weakened in the interval, owing to lack of 
demand and fairly liberal stocks, the revised quotations showing 
a reduction to 12 to I4c. 

Dandelion, German, is in easier position, and the inside quo- 
tation has been marked down to 93c, though some holders are 
asking 10 to IIc. 

Doggrass is well maintained at 534 to 6c, in the face of firmer 
reports from abroad. 

Ginger, Jamaica, is well sustained at the previous prices, 
while the demand for jobbing qualities is fair; unbleached 
quoted at! 13 to 17c, as to age and quality. 

Golden seal is inquired for to some extent, but buyers and 
holders are apart in their views, at the current range of $1.90 
to $1.95. 

Ipecac, Carthagena, appears in upward tendency, though prices 
are quotably unchanged, recent sales being at 95c to $1; Rio is 
held and selling at $1.15 to $1.20. 

Jalap prices are tending upward, the statistical position of 
the root being regarded as strong, and values already show a 
fractional advance, recent sales being at 18 to roc. 

Lovage is scarce and wanted, and sales at the close were at 
an advance to 75 to 85c. 

Senega continues held at 45 to 46c, and a moderate consump- 
tive demand is met at this range, though it is intimated that the 
inside figure might be shaded on a firm bid. 

Seeds. 

We have few new developements to report in the general 
market for druggists’ seeds. Cardamoms are slightly easier, with 
quotations a shade lower, whole being available at 4oc to. 70c. 
as to grade, and decorticated at 47% to 5o0c. Italian anise has 
developed some scarcity and holders are firmer in their views at 
10 to 11c. There was an easier tone to celery, and the quoted 
range of 7% to 73%c might be shaded. Poppy is neglected at 
the moment, and the quotations of 7%4 to 71%c are largely 
nominal. 











